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CHAPTER 1. 


A STARTLING INCIDENT. 


T zz Major's children ſat in an adjoining 
apartment to his chamber from morning to 
night, and ſome one of them, relieved at cer- 
tain hours by Mrs. Wellon, from night till 
morning, though without his knowledge, 
| conſequently without his ſuſpicion of their 
great fatigue, 


Wrnar will become of me, ſaid Roſina, 
my father will fend for me if I loſe my on- 
ly friend, and I ſuppoſe ſhut me up in a 

vo. 11. = nunnery 
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nunnery for life, to avoid the diſgrace my 
ruſtic education would bring upon him; 
and I ſhall never, never ſee either Davi- 
fon, Jemima, or Mrs. Wellon more. 


Mrs. WELLOR, concluding the hand of 
diſſolution was upon her beloyed maſter, 
execrated Levet in the moſt outrageous 
terms, for, to his villainy, ſhe inſiſted upon 
it, he owed his illneſs 


AND will your loſs, Roſina, or your's, 


Mrs. Wellon, faid Daviſon, exceed the loſs 
Jemima and I ſhall ſuſtain? has Major 
Jones not been to us a parent, a guardian, 
and a benefactor; but let us not increaſe 
each other's diſtreſs by anticipating anevent, 
the very of idea of which tcars our nerves 
to pieces, but wait and ſec what Providence 
will do for us, 


Ix one of theſe moments of concealed 
anguiſh and reſigned grief, a gentleman ar- 
rived poſt, and begged to be admitted. 


I am 
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IJ Au come, ſaid the gentleman, to Mr. 
Daviſon, from Lord Paiſley, to put his 
Lordſhip's ſeal, with the ſeal of the Major's 
houſe-keeper, to his cabinet of papers and 


other valuable effects, until time may ſhew 


unto whom they belong. 


An you then come to bury him alive? 
cried Mrs. Wellon; for, ſo long as my dear 


and honoured maſter lives, no ſeals but by 


his own commands ſhall be afhxed to his 


property. 1 


I was appriſed, replied the gentleman, 
of the honourable and obliging perſons J 
ſhould have to deal with; but my orders 
ſhall not be trifled with, I will ca!l in the 
aſſiſtance of a magiſtrate, if necellary, to 


"enforce their execution. 


AN p did my ber, ſaid Roſina, bid you 
att thus by my generous, my noble- minded 


uncle? 
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So then, young Lady, replied the ſtran- 
ger, you are the daughter of my client; 1 


hope you will therefore, as ſuch, ſeparate 


yourſelf from the intereſted part of his fa- 


mily, and eſpouſe Lord Paiſley's cauſe with 
all your powers, 


Haves you, Sir, heard of my dear mo- 
ther's death? demanded Roſina, if you 


e.. 


Tnar, replied the gentleman, is foreign 


to the point in queſtion. Have I, Madam, 


to Mrs:Wellon, for J ſuppoſe you are the 


Major's houſe-keeper, notwithſtanding 1 


find you in this good company, or have 1 
not, arrived before your maſter's deceaſe? 


Mr maſter, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, tears ac- 
companying the words, is, I fear, dangerouſ- 
ly ill, but death may yet be far diſtant; I 
have neither the power nor the wiſh to pre- 
vent your watching with us in this apartment, 
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but I hope you cannot mean to enter the 
next. | | 


Mx commiſſion, replied the gentleman, 
extends to a fight of the Major's-perſon, 
living or dead, and it ſhall be religiouſly 
falfilled. | 


| | . | 
BLESSED heaven, cried Roſina, who 


{hall dare to diſturb him? 


BE patient, ſaid Daviſon, he will awake 
preſently, and then this gentleman ſhall 
zudge both for us and himſelf; you ſhall 
go in with Mrs. Wellon, Sir, ſo ſoon as he 
awakes. : 


Poor Mrs. Wellon was for ſtepping to 


the bed ſide to fee how her maſter breathed. : 


Farr and ſoftly, ſaid the gentleman, you 
{hall not ſteal a march upon me, if the Ma- 
jor is able himſelf to forbid me his cham- 
ber I muſt retire, but pardon me if I ſay, 

| B 3 no 
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no other perſon's bidding ſhall exclude me 
from it, until Lord Paiſley arrives. 


Ad AIN Mr. Daviſon read a lecture 
upon patience and reſignation, and they 
were all 91 them for ſome moments ſilent. 


Ar length the Major awaking, greatly re- 
lieved and refreſhed, called out, Daviſon! 
Mrs. Wellon, ſaid Daviſon, this gentleman 
has choſe you for his conduttreſs, and I 
will for the firſt time in my life let Major 
Jones call me unanſwered. 


Ms. WELLoò, with the ſtranger at her 


the Major, have you got there? Wellon. 


| A G6ENTLEMAN, replied ſhe, who is come 
4 from Lord Paiſley to enquire after your 
| health, and refuſed to depart without ſeeing, 

with 


Js he then coming, cried Roſina? wildly, 


heels, advanced to the bed fide. _ Who, faid 
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with his own eyes, whether you was alive 


or dead. 


Tux Major actually laughed; tender fra- 


ternal care, cried he; ſo pray let the gentle- 


man approach, and be ſeated. Sir, perhaps 


when you hear it with your own ears, and 
from Major Jones' own lips, that he lives 
to thank him for his tender and fraternal 
attention, his Lordſhip will beheve you. 
Wellon, order the gentleman a diſh of 
chocolate: and where is my Daviſon. 


In the next room, as uſual, Sir, ſaid Mrs. 
Wellon; but being forbid by this. great 
gentleman to come in, he waits for your 
commands ſo to do. 


Horra, Daviſon! cried the Major, not 
till I am dead ſhall any one be maſter here 
but myſelf; how came you, my boy, to be 
ſuch a poltron as to ſubmit __ 


Mr reſpett for your repoſe, Sir, and my 
B 4 tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs for your feelings. Vou was 


right, you was good, ſaid the Major; and 
now, Sir, give me leave to aſk you what 
wal buſineſs you have with me or mine. 


15 CONFESS, Sir, enticed the gentleman, 
there has been a miſtake in this affair. You 


have undoubtedly a right to decide for 


yourſelf; and I have only to retire, and 


beg your pardon for my intruſion. 


J 


at my brother's creatures? 


or unhandſome behaviour to any one. 


ARE you an honeſt man, ſaid the Mayor; 
dare you be independent, or are you one 


I am, Sir, replied the ſtranger in much 
apparent confuſion, a gentleman, though a 
profeſſional man, and incapable I hope, 
unleſs under the influence of error, of ill 


Tux N, Sir, ſaid the Mayor, (and I like 
your countenance) do me the favour to 
make my houſe your home, until my per- 


feQ 
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fe& recovery, which I feel is not far diſtant, 
unleſs a relapſe ſhould take place. But I 
know not how it is, continued he, your 
embaſſy, inſtead of offending, has entertain- 
ed me; and I therefore think you will not 
have the fin of hurrying me out of the 


world to anſwer for, which might have been 
the caſe if you had come acroſe me in one 
of my inflammable homours. Jemima, my 


dear, tet me preſent you to this gentleman : 
my daughter-in-law, Sir, the. wife of Mr. 
Daviſon, who is alſo my ſon-in-law; the 
manly, the ſpirited young fellow, whoſe 
reſpect and kindneſs for me rendered him 
ſo tame on your firſt arrival: and my Ro- 
Nna, Sir, continued the Major, the deſerted 
child of Lord Paifley, and my beloved 
niece: and thus, Sir, do you find me in the 
boſom of domeſtic happineſs. My brother, 
I thank him, wiſhes to have me carthed, 


but my mind tells me I ſhall live to ſee my 
children's children, and peace upon. Iſrael. 


If, therefore, reſumed the Major, you can 


take ſuch a family, as you behold us, by the 


OT hand, 
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hand, renounce your prejudices, and mix 
with us in friendſhip; I promiſe you, you 
ſhall not have reaſon to mark this down for 
the moſt unprofitable day of your life. 


Tax gentleman profeſſed. his concern 
for the part he had been drawn in to act, 
and his amicable inclinations in future: and 
having finiſhed his diſh of chocolate, and 
convinced ' himſelf the Major was fincere 
in his invitation of him to his houſe, he ſent 
to the inn for his cloakbag, and, with much 
cordiality and ſatisfaction, ſet up his reſt at 
Bath under the Major's roof. 


You will pleaſe to favour us with your 
name, Sir, ſaid Mr. Daviſon, unleſs you wiſh 
we ſhall conſider as aſtranger, the gentleman 
fo recently naturalized into our family. 


DENHAM, at your ſervice, Sir. Den- 
ham! repeated Daviſon; Denham of So- 
merſetſhire? Surely, Sir, you are not the 
father of young Denham of Queen's — 
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Tk ſame, replied the gentleman, with 
ſurpriſe and joy; and I now recolle& my 
ſon's eſtimable, his affectionate mention 
of you. At this rate we ſhall be friends 
indeed, and all thatis paſſed muſt be buried 
in oblivion. 

Ir is done already, cried Daviſon; the 
father of Edward Denham can alone in- 


ſpire me with ſentiments of reſpe&. 


Mas. WzLLoN was enraptured at this 


happy termination of what, to her feelings, 
appeared a dangerous and a cruel buſineſs: 


and the evening was ſpent in mutual con- 
gratulations. 


— — 2 — 
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CHAPTER 11. 


A PARTING. 


A FLYING courier arrived the next morn- 
ing, to-inform Mr. Denham that Lord Paiſ- 
ley was colle ding materials to build an 
application for a ſtatute of lunacy upon, 
in caſe of his brother's prolonged indiſpo- 
ſition, or his deceaſe, for the better ſecur- 
ing his large poſſeſſions; and conjuring him 
to be not only vigilant, but in vulnerable 
to all the wiles that would be laid for pol- 
ſoning his mind, and warping his judgment: 
that he would clear the houſe with all con- 
venient ſpeed of its inceſtuous inhabitants; 
and let his brother quietly depart in the 
arms of {imple fornication, the arms of bis 
oldand well-beloved houſekeeper, provided 
ihe was not deaf to the voice of reaſon and 


her,own intereſt, and conducted herſelf with 
ſubmiſſion, diſcretion, &c. &c. 


WA, Ms. 


Ma. DENHAM was all indignation at 


theſe proceedings, and wrote a checking 
and rebuking account, of all he had ſeen 


and heard; complaining loudly, at the ſame 


time, of the deception which had been 


practiſed towards him, and finally renoun- 


cing, every further. concern in the buſi- 
nels. 


Bur before the courier could be ſent 
off, a ſecond arrived, in a more gentleman- 
like ſtyle, witha commiſſion that every one's 


fears had anticipated, and which of alt 


others, every ones heart was leaſt diſpoſed. 


to fulfil; for, by the advice. of his head 
counſellor, Levet, who on the Mayor's ill- 


neſs, was openly entertained in Lord Pail- 
| ley's ſervice, he was commiſſioned to bring 


his Lordſhip's daughter home, to be dil 
N of at his pleaſure. 


ROs INA 3 ſhe would reſiſt this 
command to the laſt moment of her life; ; 
and, graſping the Major's hand in her's, 


170 bade 
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of ſuch evil tidings, part them if he 
could. 


Tux Major however told her he had no 
power over his brother's child; but that. 
his doors and arms ſhould always be open 
to receive her, of ſhe could obtain leave to 
come back. 


'Rosixa's ſoul revolted at the idea of fi- 
lal duty to a man who had deſtroyed her 
mother's fame and life, and only claimed 
her for his child to render her miſerable. 
She lamented the day ſhe leſt the cottage 
on the heath ſide; and the next moment, 
kiffing Mrs. Daviſon's hands, renounced. 
her lamentation of that incident; but ſhe at 
length took it in her head to reproach Da- 
viſon for not acting the part of a brother, 
and protecting her from her enemies. O! 
cried ſhe, in an agony of tears, what I once 
thought you! the firſt, the braveſt, the beſt 
of men; and now I hve to ſee you ſtand. 


by,. 
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by, and calmly behold my everlaſting deſ- 


truction. 


CrUuEL, unjuſt, Roſina, ſaid Daviſon, 
greatly affected by her manner and exprel- 
ſions, 1s there any thing in my power to be 
done I would oppoſe every man but 


your own father; him I muſt not oppoſe. 
Major Jones himſelf holds the paternal a 
_ ſacred tie, and I will never dare to go a 


ſtep beyond his s example on any OCCa- 
ſion. 


Doks my mother live! — my dear, my 
gentle, my betrayed and helpleſs mother, 
Mr. Daviſon, does ſhe: live! — How then 
can you aſk me to be dutiful to She 
looked at the Major and forebore to finiſh 
the ſentence. 


THE Welfangper urged her to depart, told 
her the chaiſe was at the door, and that he 


_ would attend her upon horſeback, if that 
was more agreeable to her than permitting 


- him 


-- 
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him otherwiſe to accompany her. 0 yes, 
yes, cried ſhe, any thing but thg company 
of ſo unfeeling a man will be relieving to 
me. ' Deareſt Sir, (to Major Jones); Je- 


ſhall I never ſee you: more! 


the rooms, and waved her handkerchief at 
all the ſervants; then throwing herſelf into 
the corner of the carriage, put it up to her 
eyes, and WAS drove off. ; 


Trex Major, the moment ſhe was gone, 
reproached himſelf with puſilanimity in 
giving her up to ſuch a vretch as Levet. 
Yet, to have withheld her from a father, 


- the laws and the general ſuffrage, being on 
the ſide of paternity. I mult therefore, 
'Faid he, endeavour to comfort myſelf with 
the hope, that her knowledge of both thoſe 

| unwotthy men's characters, will put her at 


mima, my ſiſter, friend; Mr. Daviſon; 


Sur wept audibly as ſhe paſſed through | 


would. have been a troubleſome buſineſs; 


all times upon Hex! guard; and that Provi- 
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dence vill not forſake the helpleſs and the 


innocent. I now wiſh, continued the Ma- 
jor, I had not been ſo haſty in depriving 
Roſi na of her amiable governante; but ſhe 
had put it in my head to ſeek for, and to 
find ſo many perfections in her, that I, on 
diſcovering her engagement to another, 
and that the Welch hving was not only va- 
cant, but that the eſtate wanted fome ſu- 
perintendence, I was gladto waſh my hands 
of her, before it was in her power to car- 
ry away any part of my peace of mind, or 
render me a whining puppy, on the verge 
of old age: and let all welbmeaning men 


be adviſed, and do likewiſe, when in any 


kind of ſimilar fituation. 


How wicked, Wellon, ſaid the Major, 
on retiring for the evening, how wicked we 


are to doubt (though but for a moment) the 
+ benign and preſerving power of him that 


made us. On the heath ſide this lovely 
flower, our Roſina, bloomed like the Roſe 
In the deſert, ſecure from danger; but let 


us 
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us not iſo fail to remember, that where 
tranſplanted into the critical ſoil of obſer- 
vation 2nd xpoſure, and that too, in the 
baneſul climate of Levet's actual and per- 
ſonal :-tidence, her heart reſiſted every 
pernicious ſentiment, and her conduct was 
ſweetly correct. She avoided the villain 
as ſhe would a ſerpent; and even before 
her ſuſpicions were excited by his detected 
diſguiſe, and probable deep deſignings, 
ſhe compared his manners with what ſhe 
had heard related and ſeen of the only bad 
man within her knowledge, and eſtimated 
him accordingly. 


M. Dznnam told the Major his ſon 
was a great favourite at Lord Paiſley's, not 
for his levity or high breeding, but for a 


cheerful turn of temper, and a fine tenor 
voice, which renders him at all times an 


acceptable viſitant. Now, the ſins of the 
father, continued he, will not, I dare be- 
lieve, be ſo far viſited on his child, as to 
diſqualify him ſrom enjoying his uſual ac- 

EE ceſs 
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ceſs to his Lordſhip; I will therefore, it 
you wiſh it, write him a few hints of the 
young lady's merits and fears; and inſtru& 
him to render her every poſſible ſervice. 


Tu1s offer was thankfully accepted by 
Mr. Daviſon; but before the poſt had done 
its office, Fdward Denham had voluntarily 
devoted himſelf; his head, his Leart, to the 
fair and amiable Roſina, in conſequence of 
the following circumſtance. 


H1s Lordſhip was counting the hours for 


the return of his meſſenger; but, in his ea- 


gerneſs to hear himſelf announced lord of 


his brother's well-lined coffers, his tyranni- 


cal ſchemes reſpecting his innocent and 
helpleſs child, were wholly forgotten by 
him. When, therefore, the chaiſe was per- 
ceived in the avenue, now, cried his Lord- 
ſhip to his ſurrounding friends, what will 
you give me for my chance Dead, or not 


dead! are the odds againſt me? 


EDwaRD 
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E DW AND DENHAAM went to the window 
amongſt the other ſpedtators, and ſoon diſ- 

. eovered Rofina, who was breathing upon 
her handkerchief,” and applying it to hen 
eyes, with the utmoſt aſhduity, in order to 
abate their redneſs; ſhe having ſhed tears 
the greateſt part of the way. 


Dzap for a dachet, cried this unnaturab 
brother; the girl is blubbering, and I muſt 
endeavour to call up a decent caſt of fea- 
tures to reccive her. Fly then, Denham, 
faid his Lordſhip, and aſſiſt her to alight; 
and, in performing the part of her gentle- 


delay as long as poſſible, that the traces of 
riſibility may be duly regulated. 


Evwarp DEN AM preſented himſelf 
at the door of the chaiſe, and begged per- 
miſſion to conduct the young Lady to her 
father. My father! repeated Roſina, alas“ 
alas! my father. 


Hz 


man uſher to this apartment, contrive to 
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Hz is prepared for the worſt news you 
can bring him Madam, ſaid Denham, touch- 
ed no leſs by her beauty than her apparent 
ſorrow, but as Major Jones was paſt the 
meridian of life, I hope you will the ſoon- 
er reconcile yourſelf-to his loſs, than if he 
had been cut off at an earlier age. 

O! Inaveindeedloſt him, cried Roſina, 
preſſing her hands together, loſt his friend- 
thip, his kindneſs, his moſt indulgent coun- 
tenance—. Loſt them, Sir, for ever. 


Away flew Lord Paiſley's real val:t to . 
his maſter with this confirmation of the ge- 
neral opinion in the drawing room, and re- 
ceived ſtve guineas reward. Harkee, ſaid 
his gay Lordſhip to his gay friends, there 
will be no-ſtanding this girl's grief in its firſt 
violence; ſo, ſuppoſe we retire and con- 
gratulate ourſelves upon our good fortune. 
Hah Levet! (for the pious Mr. Levet was of 


the party) until Edward Denham has talked 


her\ 
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her, which I doubt not he will endeavour 
to do, into reſignation and compoſure! 


AccoRDINGLY, when they entered the 
drawing room, to the great ſurpriſe of Den- 
ham, the company were all fled. He ſent 
to let his Lordſhip know there were letters 
for him from his father, and received, for 
anſwer to his meſſage, orders to peruſe them 
himſelf, and to do whatever their contents 
required ſhould be immcdiately done; for 
that his Lordſhip was ſuddenly indiſpoſed, 
and could not attend buſineſs. 


EDPWARD DEN HAM was an elegant 
young man both in manners and perſon; 
though ſo modeſtly mentioned by his fa- 
ther, and poſſeſſed an excellent heart; and 
though his father did not intend him for the 
bar, he frequently acted as his agent in law 
matters: his Lordſhip therefore, to gain a 
few hours convivialty, thus veſted him 
with full powers to act on this occaſion of 
his imagined ſucceſſion to immenſe wealth. 


TE 


W. 


til 


Ian 23 
Tux firſt object of Denham's attention 
was, however, the refreſhment and accom= 
modation of the young Lady, whom he pre- 
vailed upon to own a diſh of tea would be 
very agreeable; and Roſina finding herſelf 
infinitely relieved by this unhoped for reſ- 
pite, her delayed introduction, brightened up; 
and became in ſome meaſure ſenſible of her 


new friend's merits; for, that he was a friend, 
and deeply, though inſtantaneouſly intereſ- 


ted in her happineſs, was as evident as the 
noon day ſun; and her heart thanked him, 


but her lips were ſilent. 


Wurd the tea was brought in, he beg- 
ged permiſſion to open his father's letters to 
Lord Paiſley. To paint his aſtoniſhment 
atthe contents, however, 1s not inthe power 
of language; the Major alive, and his fa- 
ther ſelf-diſcharged from his connections 
with Lord Paiſley as a client! He looked 
atthe young Lady, and then attheletter, un- 
til, from a combina'1on of ideas, in the num- 
ber of which his being deprived oſthe plea- 

| | ſure 
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ſure of ſeeing her again had no inconſider- 
able ſhare, the paper dropped from his hands 
upon the ground, and he {mote his fore- 
head in deſpair and diſconſolation. 


His eyes were now perpetually turning 


from Roſina te the door, and from the 


door to Roſina, dreading the demand of 
thoſe deſpatches that muſt baniſh him from 
the Hall and her preſence for ever. My 
Lord's valet did at length appear in his 


ſtead, and telling Denham his Lordſhip 


was gonc to bed, and could not ſee him or 
his daughter till morning, was popping out 
again io join the revelry below, but recol- 
letting himſelf, he added, it was Lord Paiſ- 
ley's requeſt that Mr. Denham would en- 
tertain the young Lady for that evening, 
and he would conſider himſelf much his 
debtor.” 


Tur fellow, as per orders, reported what 


he had ſeen; che young Lady appeared, he 


faid, to have been weeping much, but ap- 
peared 
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peared alſo to be coming about in the way 
of compoſure. 


Ys yes, ſaid his Lordſhip, a lady's tears, 
like the tide, will ebb and flow. I never- 
theleſs fear ſhe will not have ſo ſufficiently 


exhauſted them as to ſpare me a ſhower 1. 


could diſpenſe with being witneſs to on 


this occaſion. 


Hz then, having ordered a freſh ſupply 
of claret, burgundy, and champaign, and 
guarded himſelf at all points, he ſaid, againſt 
detection and interruption, proceeded to 
make his friends happy, with a munificence 
that was applauded to the ſkies. 


Ix the firſt place, Levet, ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip, I give you the living of Daviſon, 
(no matter who 1s the preſent incumbent) 
and conſtitute the Hall your parſonage 
houſe; on this condition, that you always 
keep it prepared for the reception of me 
and my train, (and frequent, my mind tells 

en 8 me, 
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me, will be my viſits there) for we will make 
it our unbending ſeat, when diſpoſed to be 
peculiarly joyous. To you, Pilington, (a 
ſecond Levet, and one of his Lordſhip's 
very commode humble ſervants) I give the 
Welch living, with non-reſidence, take no- 
tice, for I ſhall want your company. And 
to you, Blackwell, (a third equally amiable 
clerical character with the two preceding) 
the Surry rettory, for ſervices receiv- 


ed, 


Axp Denham muſt be handſomely re- 
membered. Denham ſhall therefore, re- 
ſumed his Lordſhip after paſſing an 
enlivening toaſt, be appointed the agent 
and ſuperintendent of all my rents and 
comings in. My daughter ſhall be ſent to 
France till ſhe is one and twenty, that I 
may not bluſh at ler bringing out in the 
faſhionable world. 


IN a word, I will reward merit where- 
ever I find it. | 
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| Moreover, continued he, for the ad- 


vancement of the family honours, I vill 


obtain leave to bear the title and dignity of 
a Marquis; and then, you dormir, ſlapping 
a young fellow on the ſhoulder that was 
ſunk into a profound reverie, having -can- 
celled your mortgage, and put a thouſand 


pounds in your pocket to ſet you afloat, - 


we will each of us ſeek for ſome kind ſoft 
fair one to lull us to our defired repoſe. 
And how we ſhall revere the memory of 
old Square Toes whilſt we are thus enjoy- 
ing the fruits of his anceſtors' plebeian toil, 
his dirty, mean, plodding anceſtors. By 
Heavens! exclaimed he, we ſhall revere it 


as we ought; and Levet, mark down the 


day and hour of our good fortune, that the 
anniverſary may not fail of due celebrity. 


Tux whole company was in tip top ſpi- 
tits: nor were the ſtewart's room and the 
kitchen (though under ſuitable caution) 
without their participation. But the mel- 
ſenger who brought the young lady, having 
7 C2 taken 
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taken the chaiſe, the inſtant ſhe quitted tt, | 


fifteen miles beyond his Lordſhip's feat, on 
ſome particular buſineſs, without exchang- 
ing a word with any one, they were all, 


from the higheſt to the loweſt, in one gene- 


ral ſtate of miſapprehenſion and deception. 
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CHAPTER III. 


AVERT TENDER SCENE. 


Fowanp Dzxman, on the young Lady's 
finiſhing her tea, during which they had 
been profoundly ſilent, rang for the things 
to be removed, leſt any officious act of duty 
ſhould bring the ſervants within hearing of 
even one caſual word, relative to the impor- 
tant ſubject he was under the diſagreable 
neceſſity of entering upon. 


ARE you, Madam, ſaid he, ſo ſoon as all 
was tranquil, acquainted with the contents 
of my father's letter? 


Nor preciſely, replied Roſina; but I 
know the gentleman was much diſpleaſed 
with Lord Paiſley, and I conclude he wrote 
to tell him as much. 
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Hex has wrote, cried Edward, to tell him 
fuch things as muſt for ever exclude me 
from viſiting this manfion. Diſtreſſing, un- 
fortunate conduct. Was there no poſſibi- 


lity of drawing the line! no mode of tem- 


poriling, that might have left it in my power 


to be uſeful to you, Madam? I always un- 


derſtood, continued Edward, it was a Juſti- 
fable act of ſelf-preſervation, to repel fraud 
by fraud; juſtifiable both by the laws of 
God and man. Surely then, my father's 
proceedings are wrong, and this irritable 
meaſure a deſtructive one. 


Rosix a, without once conſidering the 
impropriety, lamented. all ſhe felt of her 
ſhare in this deranging incident; and tho' 
her heart would approve of Mr. Denham's 
honeſt indignation, her ſelf-apprehenſton 
was in alarm at his conduct. I ſhall, ſaid 
ſhe, from the genuine diQates of her ſenti- 
ments, I ſhall be miſerable if I am never to 
ſee you more. O! good Sir, can you not 
' deviſe ſome means of ſaving me from ſo 
| great 


ſhip? 
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great a misfortune as the loſs of your friend- 


My friendſhip, replied the gallant youth, 


on an acquaintance only two hours old, my 


friendſhip, Madam, no one can deprive 
you of; but I dare not deceive Lord Paiſ- 
ley, or diſobey my father: and this, there- 
fore, how ſhall I ſpeak it! this, I fear, will 
be the laſt time I ſhall ever have the happi- 


neſs of converſing with you. 


I'cannorT bear the idea, ſaid the the art- 
leſs Roſina, the killing idea. Ah! Sir, ſuch 
friends have I left behind! Major Jones, 
one of the worthieſt of men: Mr. Daviſon 
Jones. | 7 


Davison JoxESs, Madam! ſaid Edward 
Denham; 1s it poſſible! We were inſepar- 
able at the univerſity. I know your uncle's _ 
character, and am ſenſible of all his excel- 
lencies; and beyond meaſure does this diſ- 
covery aggravate the evil, Major Jones' 

C4 niece! 
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niece! O wherefcre, my father, wherefore | 


have you ſo raſhly and cruelly deprived 
me of the pleaſure, the delight of ſerving 
her! | 


Ros iN A's tears could no longer be re- 
ſtrained; and, although unuſed to the melt- 
ing mood, Edward Denham was on the 
point of ſhedding tears alſo. He looked 
unutterable things; but ſtill the calamity 
appeared to him without poſſibility of miti- 
gation. Hear my ſtory, Sir, ſaid Roſina, 
it will teach you to pity me, if it ſuggeſt 
not to you ſome method of ſaving me. 


Suk then, with all the powers of nature 
and winning ſimplicity, told him what ſhe 
knew of herfelf, and concluded with aſking 
him, if ſhe could either love or honour 
ſuch a man as Lord Paiſley, or think her- 
{elf ſafe under the ſame roof with ſuch 
a man as Levet. Can you therefore, ad- 
_ ded ſhe, with ſtreaming eyes and uplifted 
hands, can you, Sir, have the heart to for- 

ſake 
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ſake me? I am certain I would not forſake 
you in the ſame ſituation, 


Wrotver has been young, and felt the 
power of enchantment, (for the fact is, that 
enchantment is only another name for love) 
may ſuppoſe how this behaviour in a beau- 
tiful girl of ſeventeen would operate upon 


the ardent feelings of a young fellow barely 
three and twenty, whoſe affettions were un- 


engaged, and whoſe morals were unconta- 
minated. Notwithſtanding his frequent vi- 
fits at Lord Paiſley's, a decency and deco- 
rum was obſerved before him by the whole 
ſet, not out of tenderneſs to his youth, but 
from the firmneſs of his principles, which 
left themno doubt of his ſhunning, what he 


without ſcruple avowed he diſapproved, 


licentious converſation; and he had talents 
to make his company an object, and induce, 
even Lord Paiſley himſelf, to wear amalk: 
in his preſence. 


'"Enwaxpr DExnan beſought Roſina to 
C5 
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eat a bit of ſupper; a boiled chicken, or 
other trifling article. She conſented, on 
condition that he would partake of it; and 
ſhe forbade the ſervants waiting, their ob- 
| ſerving and curious eyes, ſhe ſaid, giving 
| her much diſturbance. It was ſet before 
| | her, andevery thing condutted to her wiſh ; 
| after which, Mr. Daviſon becoming the 
ſubzeQ, with her uſual unguarded frankneſs 
ſhe ſuperadded her admiration of him, to 
the account ſhe had given Edward of her- 
ſelf. - He fighed, and ſecretly envyed him 
ſuch ſweet approbation. 


| As there was nothing Roſina dreaded ſo 
1 much as being left alone, ſhe diſregarded 
[ | all the polite hints Denham's prudence com- 
mpelled him to give her, by looking on his 


when, in a moment lcaſt expected, ſhe, in 
her emphatic manner, exclaimed, O! Sir, 
that you was but a female friend! then 


tude and ſadneſs; but I ſee I diſturb you, 
| (for 


F watch, that it was time for her to retire; 


would not the poor Roſina be left to foli- 


JFF 
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(for the young man was viſibly affected) 
and will only aſk you once more, if, 


through all the turnings of your mind, 
your knowledge, and your kindneſs, you 
cannot ſee one means of ſaving me. 


Vs, deareſt young Lady, cried Den- 


ham; it is almoſt inſpiration! I have 


thought 'of a means. I will to-morrow 


morning attend his Lordſhip, as if I had 


left my father's letter at home, where I will 
immediately go, to give a colour to my re- 
port, though I ſhall return here to ſleep, 
and w1ll beg leave to tell him the contents, 
which perhaps will perfectly ſatisfy him. 


Goon, good Sir, ſaid Roſina, and what, 
pray, will you tell him are the contents? 


TrarT your uncle, replied Denham, is 
living, but in a dangerous way, and that 
my father will not quit Bath until ſome ef- 
fential change has taken place; and that 
your tears, Madam, (his voice ſoftening at 
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the mention of them) flowed from the ap- 
prehenſion, which is indeed the truth, of 
never ſeeing the Major more. 


So far, cried Roſina, is delightful, if it 


but ſucceed. But, Sir, you will not, I 


hope, let your kind care of me ſtop here. 


Ir his Lordſhip receive this account as 


ſterling, then will I fly to the perſon who 


conducted you hither, (and I happily know 
where to find him) and deſpatch him im- 
mediately, in my Lord's name, to my father, 
with an account of my whole proceedings, 
and motives for ſuch proceedings, and we 


muſt wait his return with all poſſible pa- 


tience and compoſure. 


AND ſurely ſaid Roſina, Heaven will re- 
ward you for thus compaſſionating a poor, 
forlorn, helpleſs young woman, who has 
been compelled, by her deſtiny, to ex- 
change happineſs for wealth, and a ſtate of 

n fearleſs 
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fearleſs ſecurity, for every dread a human 
mind can endure. 


Ir would not have been in the high ſtyle 


of romance, if the young hero of the even- 


ing had departed without kiſſing the fair 
one's hand; to which att of gallant homage, 
the unpractiſed Rofina made not the leaſt 
objeQion: it never occurring to her pure 
and artleſs imagination, that, as ſhe was fi- 
tuated, permitting her hand to be kiſſed, 
was to ſign and ſeal a lover's contract to all 
intents and purpoſes: and a lover too, the 
acquaintance of a few hours only. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


A RETROSPECT, TOGETHER WITH A MA- 


NCOEUVRE AND ITS CONSEQUENCES. 


How each of theſe young people paſſed 
the night, may much more eaſily be imagi- 


ned than deſcribed; but true it was, their 


anxiety had one and the ſame objett, 
though under different appearances; Ed- 
ward Denham beating his brains from the 
time he went to bed till he aroſe, how beſt 
to deceive and blind Lord Paiſley, and 
Roſina being alone tortured with the appre- 
henſions of loſing a worthy, eſtimable, and 


newly acquired friend. 


IT will now, perhaps, be proper to ac- 
count for Levet's introduttion and abun- 
dant conſequence at Lord Paifley's. 


IMMEDIATELY onthat pious and amiable 


gentleman's 
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gentleman's diſcomfiture at the. toll-gate, 

to which Jemima's guard permitted him to 
arrive before he attempted her reſcue, Sa- 

tan, his never failing counſellor and pre- 

ceptor, ſuggeſted to him that his next beſt 

ſtep would be to croſs the country and in- 
tereſt Lord Paiſley (by a repreſentation of 
the immenſe fortune about to ſlip through 
his fingers) in the cauſe of his heart; for 
that he loved Jemima with a true libertine 
affection was undeniable, and of courſe 
every deviſable method for obtaining her 
was important to his feelings. 


LORD PA ISLE was lounging in his draw- 
ing room, when information was brought 
him that a clergyman, who profeſſed to 
have very particular buſineſs with him, 
begged to be honoured with a few minutes 
audience. 


So ME louſy curate, was his Lordſhip's 
elegant epithet, I ſuppoſe; and this ſon of 
the 
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the church was commanded co approach 


him. 


LEVEIT bowed, and for once in his life 
was abaſhed; but recolletting it was not 
a man of nice honour or troubleſome prin- 
ciples he had to deal with in Lord Paiſley, 
he told him in ſo many plain terms who he 
was, wherefore, and whence he came; wind- 
ing up the whole with an offer of his beſt 


ſervices, 


Mox Dru, cried his Lordſhip, what a 
wretch is this brother of mine? How 
much, Mr. what's your name, do you ſay he 
is worth; and by what means do you think 
it practicable for me to do myſelf juſtice? 

1 | 

Ma. Lzver replied, that, to his certain. 
knowledge the Major was maſter of a hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand pounds, and that it 
was his firm belief his Lordſhip would have 


. little more to do than to claim his relation- 


ſhip, and open a friendly connection between 
them, 
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them, to come in for at leaſt three-fiſths of 
the "_ 


Lory PAISLEY'S avaricious and narrow 
ſoul felt a pang. _—— And why not puſh our 
ſucceſs ſtill farther, ſaid he, and by defeat- 
ing his diabolical intentions reſpetting his 
ſpurious offspring, ſtrike a bold ftroke for 
all his poſſeſſions. 


Lever ſaid he admired his Lordſhip's 
ſpirit and juſt diſcernment, and that no- 
thing on his part ſhould be wanting to ad- 
vance his Lordſhip's wiſhes; but that the 
campaign muſt open by a brotherly over- 
ture for viſiting each other, when the reſt 
would follow inthe natural courſe of things; 


for time and place were the great points to 


be attended to. 


As to diſſimulation, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
on a proper occaſion, I think, I ſhould not 
find myſelf deficient there; but the manners 
of theſe people mult be barbarous, and their 

| houſe 
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houſe a ſcene of ruſticity; and therefore, as 
my nerves, Sir, happen to be ſomewhat | 
more delicately ſtrung than the canaille can 

have a conception of, it does not appear 
poſſible I could go through the laborious 

taſk of converſing with them; and you, it 

ſeems, have inſurmountable diſqualifications | 
for giving me your perſonal ſupport. 


UxLEss my Lord, returned Levet, ſome 
] | mode of diſguiſe could be hit off to prevent 
| diſcovery. One thing is, however, much in 
| favour of any device of that kind; every 
" creature at Daviſon Hall is guileleſs, and 
. unſuſpicious of guile, ſo that, could appear- 
"i ances be in any tolerable degree preſerved, 
you might, my Lord, proceed both uninter- 
Wl — Tuptedly and rapidly in your work. 

IT was ſettled, however, that a few days 
ſhould paſs before they began their attack 
upon the Mayor's credulity.and benevolent 
temper, which days were to be ſpent in 
plans of future daring and miſchievous im- 
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port; and Levet, apprehending that ſome 
little ſpur beyond avarice might be neceſ- 
ſary, not knowing the complettion of the 
heart he was tampering with, painted Jemi— 


ma as the lovelieſt of her ſex, and alone a 


prize of ineſtimable worth to a man of Lord 


Paiſley's fine taſte and elegant underſtand- 
ing. 


His Lordſhip, revolving on his: pillow 


what pretty things he could do with a hun- 


dred and fifty thouſand pounds, beſides the 
Daviſon, Welch, and Surry eftates, which 


he knew his late uncles had beſtowed upon 
che Major, conſidered Levet's offer of aſſiſt- 


ance, in his favour, &c. &c. a capital bene- 
fit. He therefore careſſed him the enſuing 


morning in a manner that exceeded his moſt 


flattering hopes; and this pious prieſt, with 
{elf-congratulations he could ſcarcely ſup- 
preſs from being audible, pronounced his 
own fortune made. 


Ax p what, Levet, faid his Lordſhip, for it 
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is proper we ſhould underſtand our grounc 
in all its dimenſions, What is your deſired 


reward, ſhould ſucceſs crown our enter- 


priſe. 


Lx VET heſitated. Jemima, the imperious 
Jemima, was the object of his ſecret aſpira- 
tions, but he was fearful his Lordſhip would 
put in a ſuperiour claim, and inſtead of love, 
that he muſt content himſelf with revenge. 


Loxy PAISsLE ſaw the conflict in his 
ſoul; and, having obſerved that warmth with 


which he had deſeribed Jemima's charms, 
was led to make an equally juſt and inſtan- 


taneous interpretation of his wiſhes. Beau- 


ty, ſaid he, therefore, is, Levet, a beautiful 


thing, and I confeſs your account of this 


girl's. perſon has intereſted my ſofter paſ- 
ions; but Scipio was a general after my 
on heart, and the ſame ſelf-denial which 


he practiſed, will I on this occaſion adopt. 
That unſeen Helen ſhall be your's without 
let oritmoleſtation, and a handſome living 
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> imo the bargain, provided you render the 
wealth mine; for the golden times are paſ- 
ſed, when men could live upon love. 


LEVET was now all alacrity and anima- 
tion; and, having as ardenta wiſh to reviſit 
the family as his Lordſhip entertzined for 
his accompanyment to Daviſon Hall, he 
propoſed attending him in the quality of 
valet; truſting to rouge, coloured clothes, 

and falſe eye brows, for his paſſport with 
his Hits inhabitants. 


ms, | Rosixa's youth, fine face, and humble 
an- Iſtation, allured him indeed a little from his 


sau- Idirect line of purſuit. But he knew le- 
tiful mima was not to be won; as allo, that the 
this nine of her deſtruttion muſt be dexterouſly 
pal- laid, and cautiouſly ſprung; whereas, Ro- 


r my ſina's caſe was quite otherwiſe. And more-_ 


hich lover, the ſlate of his mind was ſuch as to re- 
lopt. quire ſome diſſipation and amuſement; and 
out {vhatis ſo amuſing to a mind like his, as lead- 


ving ſing an artleſs innocent aſtray, and triumph- 
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ing over virtue, that, unknowing of danger, 
was incapable of defence, and was too gentle 
to reproach him except by tears. 


SYMPATHY and antipathy are wonderful 
ſenſations. Roſina's ſoul refuſed acquain- 
tance with him; ſhe had heard of but one 
bold, cruel, and unprincipled man, and, 
from her innocence, concluded the world 
could not contain a ſecond capable of com- 
mitting ſuch enormities. The prieſt was 
therefore foiled at all points; nor could fe- 
mima's intellectual cultivation have held, 
or thrown him to a greater diſtance, than the 
inſtinctive abhorrence of vice in this fair 
daughter of ſimplicity. In a word, his touch 
was odious to her feelings, his breath, conta- 
gion; and ſo cloſe did ſhe keep to Mrs. Wel- 
lon's fide, when from under her young La- xhi 
dy's immediate eye, that Levet hourly exc- 
crated the pride and ſtubbornneſs of the ſex, <2 
and formed tremendous reſolutions both PO! 
with reſpett to her and the haughty Jemima, en 
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whenever the day arrived that he had them 
at his mercy. 


Ho this great enterpriſe terminated, has 
already been ſhewn. Levet, however, re- 
covering himſelf like the arch fiend in Mil— 
ton, after his defeat, that al might not be 
0, oſt, adviſed his noble patron to order his 
4d daughter home; when he doubted not, but, 
on the character of a gentleman, his figure 
and addreſs would win upon her young 
heart, and produce ſome happy effect; a 
matrimonial or a gallant frolic, as might 
be moſt practicable. And, having ſucceed- 
ed in his adviſed meaſure, nothing but the 
uch Epprehenſion of putting Roſina upon her 
guard, by a premature commencement of 
Vel- is manceuverings, kept him from an early 
La- Frhibition of himſelf; at the ſame time, that 
he fear of giving Lord Paiſley an unlucky 
tem, reſtrained bim from remonſtrating 
both pon Edward Denham's high commiſhon 
{ entertaining her tete a tete for ſo long a 
period; for, that ſimplicity could be convert- 


ed 
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ed into vanity, and the fierceneſs of virtüe 
into a regard of reputation only, was this gen- 
tleman's creed of the ſex; he however flat- 
tered himſelf that the diſtreſs of her ſepara- 
tion from her friends, and the confuſion of 
finding herſelf received, and attended by a 
young fellow and a ſtranger, would pre- 
ſerve her breaſt from the tender partiality 
he was anxious it ſhould not imbibe, and 
leave him the power, on ſome future day, 
to make his advantage of it. 


CHAP: Y 
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"CHAPFTE RV; 
A SUCCESSFUL MANCEUVRE, 


| Ew ARD DENIH AI flept at Lord Pailley's, 
and with a beating heart waited a ſummons 
to his Lordſhip, on which ſo many hopes 
and fears depended; at length he received 
orders to preſent himſelf at Lord Paiſley's 
bed fide, who, yawning, bid him tell him 
the ſubſtance of his father's letter, for that, 
as to the minutio, he had neither leiſure nor 
inchnation to hear it. 


E DW ARD revived at this addreſs, and in- 
formed his Lordſhip that the Major was not 
yet dead, but was hourly expected to die, 
and that therefore his father was determined 
not to leave Bath until all was over, and 
would ſend the earlieſt intelligence when a 
change did take place. 
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So then, replied his Lordſhip, I have 
been led into a very pretty and a very pro- 
fitable error; five guineas, Sir, on the one 
hand, and the promiſe of appointments, on 
the other, I may not find myſelf diſpoſed to 
fulfil; it is a curled affair Edward, but tell 
your father I am much pleaſed and obliged 
by his aſſiduity, and only beg to hear noff 
more of it until the old ſoldier is actually 
got into the cuſtody of the undertaker; and 
ſo good morning to you, : 


DENHAM made his bow, and could have ch. 
fallen on his knees, from gratitude, to heaven, 
but was called back and thrown into great 
agitation, until his Lordſhip, yawning a ſe— 
cond time, ſaid, but pray Denham how is 
Roſina, and have you ſeenher this morning! for 
— Denham repied in the negative; weil 
then, ſaid his Lordſhip, make it your buſi 
neſs to fee her, and tell her that I ſhall not If 
be viſible theic three hours, and that I have 
enquired after bar. I ſuppoſe, added he gn 
yawning a third time, you will hay. the 

| gallantr 


J Xx M 1 M A. 51 
ve 
ro- 
ne 
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gallantry to breakfaſt with her. It is my. 
opinion, continued his Lordſhip, Levet 
mould hold off at preſent; the girl has a 
keen eye and a penetrating underſtanding, 
| to and I have the ſatisfaction, Edward, to be- 
teh WJ licve ſhe is more knave than fool, though 
SO bred on a dunghill. I could prove her ille- 
T, NC gitimate, but it is not worth while; ſomebo- 
ally dy muſt have my fortune, and in this age of 
andi amour there will be many a man to keep me 
in countenance, if it ſhould even become 
my fate to provide for a child I have only 


hav ihe reputation of being father 40. Edward, 

Vc" good morning to you; adieu. 

greal 

* le. EDWARD DEN HAM, tranſported with 

OW i love and joy, flew to the parlour, where he 

ning! found not the beautiful creature he had 

wel cen the night before, the roſes were faded 

buſiſ nom her checks with watching, and the 

nog juſtre of her eye the victim of anxiety. He | 
Lhavq vas ſtruck ſpeechleſs; and poor Roſina, con- 
ed ” ſtruing his concern at beholding her ſo | 
wo 8 


a changed into a melancholy preſage of the 
Lant, D 2 news 
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news he brought, was reduced in her turn to 
a ſtatue. : 

I am come, ſaid Denham recovering 
himſelf, by his Lordſhip's command, to 
breakſaſt with you, Madam, to aſſure youſ 
of his kind wiſhes for your repoſe and hap- 
pineſs, and to tell you (lowering his voice 
as the ſervant entered) that all is well. 


O Stix! what joy you give me, cried 
Roſina, her comple&tion heightening into 
its full beauty, and her eyes animating with 


elx 
delight; but this ſhort account will not ſa-— pre 
tisfy me, I muſt intreat you to enlarge it; no- Nici 
thing will be too trifling a particular in} ing 
ſuch a cauſe for me to be made acquainted Py 
with. : 
Or 
| | Wivi: 
DAs, faid ker young councellor, "BM 


Medam, are dangerous,' I muſt intently aſil 
write and ſend off my letter to my fatner; lone 
and when that 1s done, where, or in what ouſl 
employment ard 
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5 employment could I be lo happy as rela- 
ting to you 

lunar caught all your ſenſe, ſaid Ro- 

wy ſina, of our critical ſituation. O, away then, 

ou 


Sir, take and execute your meaſures, and 
aP Wreturn to me the firſt poſſible moment, for 
I will neither ſee nor talk with any one but 
ourſelf. | 


ried 
into 
with 
t ſa- 


DENHAM was not flow in complying; 
ind moſt fortunate was his conduct in that 
eſpect, for he found the meſſenger up, and 
preparing to wait upon Lord Paiſley. Auſ- 


no- picious moment, he called it, and commit- 
T i ing to his care the new deſpatches he had 
nte 


zot ready for his father, exhorted him in 
.ord Paiſley's name to be expeditious; and 
iving him to know as much as he thought 
lor, 
ently alily convinced him it would be moſt pru- 
arent on his return to go into Mr. Denham's 
woah ouſe in the firſt inſtance, where he, Ed- 
ard Denham would meet him, to- conſult, 
D 3 according 
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according to the nature of the letters he 
brought back, the moſt prepared manner of 


communication to his Lordſhip. 


Ros ix had not begun breakfaſt, though 
two hours had elapſed, before Denham re— 


joined her; there was no eating ſhe ſaid un- 
till her mind was tranquil, but that ſhe was 
now, ſhe believed, able to make a good 
meal]. | | 


DEzxnram had very judiciouſly requeſted 
the meſſenger would not in perſon attend at 
the Mayor's, leſt, as he told him, queſtions 
might be aſked he would not be altogether 
qualified to anſwer; and a happy requeſt it 


was, for ſo ludicrouſly had the pen of joy, 


in Edward Denham's hand, ' painted the 
ſcene both of deception and diſappoint- 
ment at Lord Paiſley's, that peals of laugh- 
ter from the Major and his whole party 
were the conſequence of Mr. Denham's 
reading to them the deſcription he had 
received, | 
How 
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How unhoped for, and therefore un- 
{ought for, ſaid the Major, was our preſent | 
advantage over theſe vile plotters, and I 
am rejoiced to find our dear Roſina has ſo 


| able a friend; the young ſpark will be a 


match I doubt not, for all Levet's wiles, and 


the child of ouranxiety and affe ion equally 


fate and happy under his protection. 


PARSON LEVET was at his wits end; 
till Edward Denham and Roſina tete à 
tete! what could his Lordſhip mean? He 
took an opportunity of requeſting he might 
read Mr. Denham's letter to Lord Paiſley, 
in order to inform himſelf, he ſaid, of the 
true ſtate of the Mayor's health, Edward re- 
plied he had ſatisfied his Lordſhip as well 
in that as every other reſpe&, and referred 


him to that nobleman for an anſwer to his 
Inquiries. 


Ros1na had now ſpirits to dreſs and 
walk in the garden; in a little temple of 
which, his Lordſhip choſe to receive her. 

D 4 | The 
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The firſt ſalute was awkward on both ſides; 
he bid Roſina be a good girl and make her- 


ſelf happy, for that his houſe and all it con- 


tained was at her devotion, and ſhe would | 


find ſhe had only to command to be oheyed. 


She courtefied her thanks, and, perceiving 


her company could be diſpenſed with, re- 
ſumed. her walk with Edward Denham her 
guide. 


Log D PAITISLE, from ſelf-intereſt, not 
paternal conſideration, adviſed that Levet, 
leſt the ſight of him ſhould ſtartle Roſina, 
ſhould not be ſeen by her in propria per- 
ſona; but, clapping on a large black wig, 
and a velvet ſuit of clothes out of his ward- 
robe, paſs himſelf off for a Scotch Baronet; 
and as any thing was preferable, in Levet's 
idea, to being excluded from a ſhare in Ro- 
ſina's amuſements, he readily acquieſced, 
and was introduced, as they were ſitting 
down to dinner, to the young Lady, by the 
name of Sir Peter Ferguſon, 


DzxNnHAMy 


>t's 


ing 
the 
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Dzxnam, from the broad grin he had 
the quickneſs to trace from countenance to 
countenance, ſoon diſcovered the 1mpol- 
ture; but thinking, for a time, it would be 
better to conceal than betray it to Roſina's 
knowldge, he paid his compliments to Sir 
Peter, in common with the reſt of the gen- 
tlemen; and, contrary to Rofina's expec- 
tation, ſo agreeably were matters conduc- 
ted, that ſhe found herſelf very comfor- 


table. 


ArERT looking girl was preſented her 
in the afternoon, by the houlſe-keeper, to be 
about her perſon, but Roſina objected to 
her manners and appearance, and begged 
her waiting- maid might not be either bet- 


ter bred or better dreſſed than herſelf. 


Taz houſe-keeper told her ſhe herſelf 
had a daughter, but was fearful her age 
would not ſuit; ſhe is only fourteen, your 
Lady ſhip, added ſhe, but very handy, and 


D 5 would, 
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would, I am ſure, be very proud to attend 
upon your Ladyſhip. 


SENp her to me, ſaid Roſina, and if her 
temper be agrecable, her age will be no ob- | 
jection with me. | 


DzrusiiLlAa came, and promiſed to be | 
the very girl Roſina could have wiſhed; f 
mild, obliging, uninformed, and innocent. { 
I like her much, ſaid ſhe, and deſire ſhe 
may have every advantage and conve- 
nience, from belonging to me, as if ne was 
five and twenty. 


: 

| 0 

TuEskE agreeable orders gained her two : 
friends at once; and che good-natured and > 
grateful Druſilla ſaid ſhe would hve and { 
die in her lervice. t 
l 

TuESsE were circumſtances highly pleal-W „ 


ing to Edward Denham; for, as he could 1 


not be always with Roſina, he was anxious 
his 


ner 
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his abſence ſhould be unendangered by her 


falling into the hands of her enemies. 


_ Hz cautioned Drufilla's mother not to 
ſay a word of Levet's metamorphoſis with- 
out his previous knowledge and conſent; 


and, as a binding motive of good conduct, 


pledged himſelf to her that Major Jones 
ſhould reward both her and her daughter 
for every extra act of attention to the young 
Lady. 


LE VET performed his part to admiration, 
and kept the table in a roar by a retroſpect 


of his adroitneſs, whenever Roſina's retir- 
ing from the company ſet them free from 


reſtraint; and one morning, when his Lord- 
hip was upon the chapter of compenſa- 
tions, took occaſion to obſerve to Lord Faiſ- 
ley, that he thought a commiſſion inthe army 
would be the moſt eligible gift he could be- 
ſtow upon Edward Denham. 


No, replied his Lordſhip, that young 
D 6 fellow 
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fellow has too much merit to be ſet up for 
a mark to be ſhot at; he ſhall ſhare his fa- 
ther's appointments under me in preſenti, 
with the right of ſucceſſion annexed, and 
ſhall be the major domo in our abſences, 


wherever his ſuperintendence may make 


his reſidence moſt deſirable. 


LEVEI did not dare to carry his attempts 


to remove, farther than his Lordſhip was 


inclined, what he already deemed a formi- 
- dable rival, well knowing, that upon all 
occaſions that nobleman was ſo tenacious 


of his power and his privileges, that he ne- 


ver pardoned an infringement thereon. 


Mx. Lever, whenever he had the hap- 


pineſs to find himſelf delivered from Ed- 
ward Denham's ſcrutinifing eyes, paid great 
attention to Roſina, lamented that no fa- 
mily in the neighbourhood were of equal 
rank, or indeed of any rank, he ſaid, to have 
the honour of viſiting her, and profeſſed 

his 
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his fears that her time vould therefore 
hang heavy on her hands. 


Ir I could procure a harp, faid ſhe, one 
day, I ſhould be happy to receive a few 
leſſons upon it, for two reaſons, one of which 


is that Mr. Daviſon, Major Jones's fon-in- 


law, is very fond of that inſtrument, and 
that I underſtand a Mr. Levet (did you 
ever hear of ſuch a perſon, demanded ſhe, 
giving the prieſt a penetrating look) the 
unprovoked enemy of all my friends at 
Daviſon Hall, is much incommoded by the 
ſound thereof, and I own it would be an 
agreeable, becauſe an innocent revenge, to 
be able to annoy his car. 


LEeverT, Levet, repeated this finiſhed 
diſſembler, I think the name is not un- 
known to me. Then, by your account of 
him, my dear young Lady, he is one of 
thoſe who come under Shakeſpear's deſcrip- 
tion in every ſenſe of the words_— having 

no 
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no muſic in his ſoul, and being fit for Trea- 
ſon's plots. 


O Vs, Sir, replied Roſina, and every 
ſpecies of wickedneſs. 


Lord PaisLEty tipped the parſon a 
wink, as much as to ſay, that is a ſort of an 
unlucky hit; and Levet inſiſted upon it, 
ſo ſoon as Rolina was withdrawn, that it 
was not a random but a pointed ſhot, and 
he doubted not originated from ſome ſecret 
anecdotes imparted by Edward Denham 
to his diſadvantage. 


LoRD PAISLEV ſcouted the idea, and ad- 
viſed him, upon Lord Cheſterfields' autho- 
rity, not to ſuppoſe things were perſonal 
becauſe they were applicable; and, humming 
a tune, ſuddenly broke off, and ordered a 
harp to be purchaſed: The girl, ſaid he, 
mall not languiſh long for ſo harmleſs a 
companion of her retired hours, 


RosiNnNA 
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Ros IN A was pleaſed with this firſt real 
inſtance of her father's kindneſs, and having 
acquired a knowledge of the fingering from 
Mrs. Daviion, was ſoon miſtreſs of two or 
three plaintive tunes, which ſhe played with 
great taſte, and appeared, his Lordſhip ſaid, 

a to ſuch advantage in the attitude of per- 
an forming on this inftrument, that be was re- 
it, MW ſolved ſhe ſhould fit for her picture with 
ir her harp before her. 


* 
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CHAPTER VI. 
THE CONCLUDING CYHAPTER. © 


His Lordſhip had, though he ſeldom look- 
ed into it himſelf, a very excellent library. 
Point me out, laid Roſina, I beſeech you, 
to Edward Denham, as you would to a 
ſiſter, ſuch authors as will beſt improve my 
knowledge and language; that, whenever 
the bleſſed day arrives of my being reſtored 
tomy friends at Daviſon Hall, I may agree- 
ably ſurpriſe them by my polite and proper 
learning. 


DENHAu read with her and to her all 
the moſt elegant productions in poetry and 
the drama, and opened the page of hiſtory 
for her peruſal; inſomuch that Levet found 
himſelf always anticipated in his recom- 


mendations of authors as well as in his 


plans of amuſement, which was too much 
| | far 
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for common patience to endure. Roſina 


had ſeen every obj<tt before he had the 
happinels to point it out to her, had viſited 


every ipot to which he propoſed conduc- 


ting her, found every piece © muſic, pro- 
cured by him, either too dul! for her no- 


| tice or too difficult for her performance, and 


continually diſliked the dith or wines he 
pronounced the moſt exquiſite or delicious; 
yet, notwithſtanding every article of her 
conduct towards him confirmed his ſuſpi- 
cions of foul play in Edward Denham, his 
Lordſhip could not be induced to believe 
him guilty, and Lord Paiſley did the young 
gentleman, in that particular inſtance, mere- 
ly juſtice. 


Nor, however, that itwas from a regard 
to his Lordſhip's pleaſure, or from a prin- 
ciple of imaginary honour, that he forbore 
the imputed communications to Roſina, 
but ſolely from his idea that ſuch commu- 
nications would alarm and diſtreſs, without 
(in the early ſtage of her acquaintance with 

Levet 


* 
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Levet, in vis aſſumed character) being uſéè- 


ful to her. at! 


Ix ber Hate of ignorence, ſhe was quite . 
at her ezſe when Sir Peter- Ferguſon ad- 
dreſſed her; and it was owing to the ſimple 
circumſtance of her diſliking both his per- 

ſon, manners, and ſentiments, that ſhe avoid- 
ed being obliged to him or meeting him 
upon terms of ſociability. 


1 NEVERTHELESs, numberleſs incidents 
reſulting from accident alone, were ſtill 
1 tortured by him into ſtudied affronts; and bu 
theſe mortiſying ideas operating ſtrong- IM tec 
ly upon his mind, he ſet his invention to wa 
work in order to detect and circumvent of 
his young and powerful foe, de: 


No law of civilization, morality, or re- cal 
ligion, was a fetter to his great mind, as hei 
muſt already have been clearly demonſtra- tan 
ted; and as gratitude is affirmed never to be 
a ſolitary virtue in the human breaſt, ſo it ] 

18. 
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believed that i titude has evermore its 
attendant groupe ©. vices. 


O great bar to ii ſcoveries was, that 
the meſſenger employ by both the Den- 
hams hated him heartily, in conſequence of 
{ome illiberalities towards him which had 
tranſpired, and as the poſt was not the me- 
dium of information from Bath, no foul 
play on that ground could be. prattiſed by 


him. | 


Hz once thought of bribing Druſilla, 
but her mother's vigilance, from complica- 
ted motives, made it impoſſible; for ſhe 
was to his certain knowledge well appriſed 
of the kind of man her child would have to 
deal with; and however incapable of medi- 
tating againſt her own intereſt on other oc- 
caſions, had too much of the mother about 
her to expole her own offspring to infamous 
tamperings and peſtilential intercourſe. 


His tutelar devil did not, however, totally: 
lor ſake 


68 „ n ee Ay - 


forſake him; he at laſt thought of a ſtep; 
which it was wonderiu! even to himſelf did WM 
not occur to lin ſooner, of writing to al 


perſon who had the misfortune to be in his 
debt a coupte of hugidred pounds, without 
the power of :72mediate repayment, and was 
then reſident (!ncog) from certain private 
reaſons, in the neighbourhood of bath, to 
obtain him a knowledge of affairs in the 
Major's family. And to this unfortunate 
wight he wrote without delay, promising 
not only to- give him up his bond, but a 
handſome preſent, if he could obtain any 
uſeſul accounts of Major Jones and tne 
tranſactions in his family. | 


THr1s, ſure, was not thrown out in vain; 
but the perſon applied to, being well afſu- 
red that whatever recompenſe he obtained 
at Levet's hands muſt be by way of premi- 
um, for that he was incapable of rewarding 
performed ſervices, he, which was in ſome 
degree the caſe, told him all introduction 
of himſelf at the Mayor's would be imprac- 
ticable 
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cable, unleſs he had a remittance to improve 
his appearance, when the way would be open 
before him; and the more eſpecially, if his 
ſpirits were relieved from the weight of pe- 
W cuniary obligation. 


Ar1xTY pound bank note was according- . 
ly (out of Lord Paiſley's ſecret ſervice mo- 
ney) ſent him, together with a diſcharge of 
his bond, when, like an honeſt agent, he turn- 
ed his whole powers to the undertaki ng. 


His firſt ſtep was to throw himſelf in 
Ir. Daviton's way, at the coffee houſe, and 
nquire with great reſpect after the health 
Major Jones. 


Tu- Davisox, who felt himſelf obliged by 
ned Ihe queſtion, replied, he was ſo happy as to 
mi- Have it in his power to tell him that gentle- 
ling Pan was out of danger. | 


tion | Mz. Cr rink, for ſo this man of deceit 
rac- Joſe to call himicif, ſeemed to re;vice in 
Davilon's 


a - 


— ̃ů — — ů —V 


8 * * — — 
ů— U ——H — —— —:à⅛— - o or— - 
— —— Cr pros 


— — __ — ** — - — 
...... ON III 
r wi F " 1 * * ar, _ 


70 l M A. 
Daviſon's joy on his father's recovery; and, hi 
as no etiquette is obſerved by men to i ti 


retard the progreſs of their acquaintance he 
when an 1nclination is once excited, Mr. to 
Daviſon walked with him, talked with him, his 
and at length had ſo good an opinion of liti 
him, as to take him home with him to din. ble 
ner. if h 
n was 
Citrk had an open countenance and dx 

_ pleaſing addreſs; he ſaid Major Jones was 
a gentleman he had been taught to reſpedſ H 
at a very early time of life, in conſequence Font 
of his generoſity to one whoſe friendſhiy H, t. 

he had long ſince renounced, and whoſe 
name he ſhould bluſh to mention. 5 
| DI the 


Tur family underſtood him, and gave hoſe 
him abundant credit in their eſtimation fo dorn 
his juſt ſenſe of Levet's baſeneſs and ingra® ſpe 
titude. : vas in 

| Ponk f. 
AerronaTION for an agreeable objeA 1 le art 
always progreſſive. Clerk ſpoke modeſt} 
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nimſelf and proſpetts, a ſtriking and intereſ- 
ting trait with good minds. He was indeed, 
W hc ſaid, one of thoſe people who, with little 
io hope had little to fear; for, that though 
his patrimony was very ſlender and his abi- 
Ilities very moderate, his defires were hum- 
ble and his wants few; and that of courſe, 
if he could not riſe to much proſperity, he 
was not in danger of ſinking into ſevere 
adverſity. ? 8 


Hz diſcovered the Mayor's foible, and 
ontrived, by paying reſiſtleſs court therc- 
ſhin o, to rivet himſelf in his good opinion. 


Tux moſt valuable and amiable part 
pf the public, he would oblerve, were not 
hoſe who preſided in the ſenate or were 
dorned with titles; they indeed knew how 
o ſpend money with a good grace, but it 
vas in the boſom of commerce that we muſt 
zok for thoſe who could practice the no- 


Ai Je art of acquiring wealth without oppreſ- 
} | 


\deflli {110n, 
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ſion. ard render themſelves the founders of 
families, and the national bulwark. * 


Majox JoxkEs ardently wiſhed to be!“ 
made acquainted with this ſenſible and ju- 
dicious young man's views and wiſhes, in 


order to lend him a helping hand, but as he te: 
was always reſerved to a degrec of caution the 
very ſingular at his time of life, from mo- co 
tives of delicate ſenfibility, no doubt, 2 ho! 
thouſand little decorums prevented its be- tho 
ing poſſible of aſking even the-moſt liberal 25 

um 


queſtion reſpetting his affairs. | 
MR. DEN HAN ſenior, following the gene- 
ral example, ſpoke highly of Mr. Clerk, and 
hearing him mention that he was in a fey 
days to viſit a gentleman, whoſe country 
ſeat lay in the direct road to Lord Paiſley's, 
conſidered the ſolicited and obtained favour 
of nis perſonal conveyance of ſuch impor: 
tant inſtruttions to his ſon, one of the hap- 
pieſt inaginable opportunities. Your deli 
very, Sir, ſaid he, of my letters will giv: 


yo! 


you a new acquaintance of nearly the ſame 
age with yourſelf, which I flatter myſelf 
you will find perfectly agreeable to you. 


 Amoncsrt Clerk's talents, a command of 
features was not the leaſt eminent. He 
therefore replied, with a ſuitable air of 


k E tountenance, that he ſhould think himſelf 
„ honoured by the introduction, for that 
; | 


4. though his ſtay on the preſent occaſion 
would be ſhort, Mr. Edward Denham and 
him might meet, when an intimacy was in 
their power. 


« Turs ſtep was deeiſſive; for, moſt unfor- 
few tunately, believing themſelves ſafe in their 
ntry friendly conveyance, both Mr. Denham and 
ey Mr. Daviſon wrote without reſerve, inſo- 
on much, that it required little {kill to ſupply 
por the deficiency in the ammediate letters he 
hap was intruſted with, for comprehending the 


* whole intrigue againſt bis (Clerk's) worthy 
. {employer and coadjutars, 
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CLERK was upon tenters leſt ſome ſatan. 
like wind ſhould deprive him, in the very 
arms. of ſucceſs, of victory; he trembled at 
every word that was haſtily uttered, and 
turned pale at the ſound of every unexpec- 
ted footſtep, teſt his glorious commiſſion 
ſhould be countermanded. He, however, 
after the moſt trying anxiety and conſtraint, 
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5 was permitted to depart, and Levet embra- ſpar 
; ced him with fraternal rapture. con 
that 

TRE ſeals of the letters were broke open ure 


Vithout ceremony, and the whole plot re- 
vealed. His Lordſhip was incenſed beyond @ T7 
every power of ſelf- command; he raved, he 


tO cc 

ſwore like a madman, and had not Edward Ne v 
Denham been met at the avenue gate by that 
the tender and diligent Druſilla, and appri- ſh; ar 


ſed of his danger, his life in all probability Per 
had been the victim of his conduQ; for, in Þ, 
proportion as Lord Paiſley really loved hin, 
him, and in conſequence of that love, con- her o 
fided in him, was he irrated to find himſelf Ir; 

duped, leſpe 


M 75 


n. ¶ daped, betrayed, abuſed, and ridiculed by a 


"7 Wdaring and infidious ſtripling. 

at 

1d Dzxus1LLA conjured Denham to fly, 
and he was not deaf to her council or blind 
on 


to the neceſſity of flying from his enemies; 
r but he agonized to leave Roſina behind him 


i, Win ſo perilous a ſituation, if ſhe was even 
P - | 


ra Wiparcd the crueleſt perſecution on his ac- 
count; and he moreover left her uninformed 
that Sir Peter Ferguſon was the arch impol- 
en ure Levet. 


be o comfort him, by bidding him hope, that if 
he was only wile enough to ſave himſelf at 


by hat particular Juneture, a time would ſpeedi- 
pri arrive when he could be ſerviceable to 
lity her ſweet young Lady. He yielded to her 
in Ndvice, but not knowing how to diſpoſe of 


imſelf, he reſolved to become the meſſen- 
| er of evil tidings to his father and the Ma- 
elf Bors family, and take their opinion of his 
ed; leſperate caſe; Druſilla having picked up 
„ ſullicient 


nd THz young girl, however, endeavoured 


Denham or his ſon, or Roſina acceſſible tc 
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ſufficient intelligence of Clerk's unfaithful. 
neſs; andthe applauſe his treachery had pro- 


cured him, to convince them all Lord Pail. 
ley's houſe would never more be open to 


one of her beloyed and now deeply n 
ing friends. 


CHA 
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ro- 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A WARM ALTERCATION. 


Rosix A was no leſs alarmed than ſurpriſed 
to find herſelf at ſupper attended by two 


men ſervants only, who, by their filence 


HA 


and ſolemn demeanour, gave the air of a 
ſtate priſon to the apartment ſhe occupied. 


Suk aſked for Druſilla, the men bowed 
and looked at each other; for Mr. Den- 
ham, they bowed a ſecond time without re- 
ply; might ſhe be permitted, ſhe aſked, to 
ſpeak with Lord Paiſley's houſekeeper. 


ONE of the men went out, apparently 
for orders, and, returning almoſt immediate- 
ly, told her Mrs, Maitland would wait upon 


IJher to receive her commands. 


Poor Roſina ſent away the ſupper ſhe 
E 2 | Was 
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unable to taſte, and was all impatience until 
Mrs. Maitland preſented herſelf. 


WUAT, Madam, cried Roſina, does al! 
this mockery mean? am I at liberty to 
chuſe my attendants, or am I in a ſtate of 
bondage, and muſt learn to ſubmit to the 
choice of others? where is your daughter, 


the gentle, the good, the kind Druſilla?F 


am I deprived of her?__ Mrs. Maitland 
ſighed and looked down.__ If I am, added 
ſhe in a quick accent, but checking herſelf, 
I beſeech you, Madam, tell me whence and 
wherefore this ſudden change; and if you 
can, what f urther loſſes are in ſtore for me. 


A 11TT1 E diſagreeable accident, my dear 
young Lady, ſaid the pliant Maitland, has 
thrown the houſe into confuſion; my Lord 
has diſcovered a plot againſt both his honour 
and his intereſt. I have told his Lordſhip 
a thouſand times you cannot, Madam, with 
that face of innocence, have the heart to be 
guilty; but you have friends, Miſs Paiſley, 

friends 


Di 


do 


J E M: 1 M A. 79 


til friends you hold dearer, it is ſuppoſed, than 
your own noble father, who are parties con- 
cerned; and for certain, the next thing to 


all acting wickedly ourſelves, is to approve of 
to thoſe that do. 

of | _— 
the Ros iN A felt herſelf undone. : Ah me! 


ter, ſaid ſhe, then I muſt never hope to ſee my 
la? WW Druſilla or Mr. Denham more. 


and 

Jed MRS. MAa1iTLAND was ſilent. 

elf, | | 
and TEN do me the favour, Madam, for I 


you doubt not but you can, to tell me who I 
ie. I am to ſee. 


lear Sis PETER FERGUSON, replied Mrs. 
has Maitland, will have the honour of breakfaſt- 
ord ing with you. 

our | 

ſhip Pray, Madam, ſaid Roſina, may I aſk 
with one queſtion and depend upon receiving a 
o be fancere anſwer? If conſiſtent” with her 
ley, 1 duty, 
ends „ 
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duty, and in her power, it ſhould, Mrs. Mait- 
land replied, be clearly and truly anſwered. 


HAF you not, ſaid Roſina, a man under 
this roof of the name of Levet? 


Nor at preſent, replied the artful and 
nnn houſe- keeper. 


I THoUGHT he might, ſaid Roſina, be a 
friend of Sir Peter's; in order to come at e. 
the knowledge of which, I once mentioned WW R. 
him to that gentleman in terms of great dil- 
reſpect, but I confeſs he appeared uninte- cat 
reſted in what I ſaid, and I might. therefore 
be miſtaken. __Yet where, O where is my Il dei 
dear Druſilla! cried ſhe after a few moment's 


| per 
| lilence; ſhe, Madam, was no plotter, her tur! 
acquaintance with the arts, the dangerous 3 

and moſt deſtructive arts of life, was as con- hap 


fined as my own; petition then, in com- 
paſſion to my ſorlorn, my deſtitute ſituation, 1 x 
that ſhe may be reſtored to me. IMai 


Do 
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Do I hear ſuch words as theſe, ſaid Mrs. 
Maitland (with well- affected aſtoniſhment) 
from the beloved daughter of Lord Paiſley, 

er WF ſurrounded as ſhe now is by ſplendour and 
retinue, and all any other young Lady (you 

muſt pardon me, Madam) could aſk or wiſh 

id for. 1 | 


How thoſe who are born and bred in the 
boſom of affluence may feel on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, I will not take upon me, replied 
Roſina, to determine; they know, perhaps, 
no higher happineſs, and accept the gratifi- 
cation of the eye for the bleſſings of the 
mind. I beg your pardon, however, for 
detaining you thus, continued ſhe, with, I 
perceive, unavailing inquiries, and will re- 


can you, Madam, will you procure me the 
On ¶ happineſs of Druſillas attendance? 


ion, Ir 1s not poſhble; Miſs Paiſley, ſaid Mrs. 
IMaitland; any other perſon's child I might 
Iplead for, but Drufilla is too near myſelf to 

Def” -:;- E 5 ſave 


turn to the point from whence I ſtarted; 
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ſave me from the ſuſpicion of partiality; if 
you make your requeſt with the ſame ear. 
neſtneſs in ſome other quarter, it may per. 
haps be granted. I vill aſſiſt you if you 
pleaſe to undreſs, and your bell will inform 
me when that time does arrive. So ſaying, 
ſhe courteſied, and Roſina finding her heart 
was marble, waved her hand for her to de- 
part, and abandonned herſelf to all the hor-| 
rors of deſpair. 


So then it ſeems, cried ſhe, ſo ſoon as 
ſhe was alone, the thunder ſtorm is come atMWl ir 
laſt, and all my deareſt hopes mult periſh.W fu 

' Daviſon, cruel Daviſon, from your diſre . 
gard of me theſe evils have {prung; had you 
but reſcued me from that vile meſfenger, 
and ſent me back to my native cottage/ ing 
I ſhould have forgot all but you. your wife} mi 
my uncle! whole names and memories I wa 
ſhould have ſo much revered, that when ten 

the day dawned my prayers would !iaveſ can 
been offered up for your uninterrupted en 
joy ment of it, and when night approached T. 

| I would 


1 28 
1e at 
riſh. 
1ſre- 
| YOU 
nger, 
tage, 
wite, 
ies | 
when 
av 
ed en 
ache 


would 


n a 


J would have wiſhed you the ſleep and 
peace, the kindneſs of your natures and the 
nobleneſs of your actions intitle you to; and 
this, without variation, would have been the 
joy and buſineſs of my obſcure life, and 
unintereſting exiſtence. But now I have 
miſeries to encounter, and woes to weep. —— 
Mr. Denham will. he ſurely will be a ſuffer- 
er for his tenderneſs to me; can I ever 
ceaſe to remember how he ſoothed, how he 
cheered me! with a perſon not unlike Mr. 
Daviſon's, and an underſtanding very little 
inferior to his, he had a lively, an active, a 
ſuſtaining pity. for me, that I muſt never 
know: again. b 


AND my poor Druſilla, cried ſhe, renews 


ing her ſoliloquy, her crime was loving her 
miſtreſs! ſhe ſlept in my apartment, was al- 


ways about me; her ſmile endearing, her at- 


tendance affectionate. O Druſilla, Druſilla, 
can I exiſt MO you! | 


e, wholly unmindful of the paſſing. 
E 6 hours, 


bill 
\ 
| 
[ 
| 
j 
! 8 
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hours, did Roſina continue to lament her- 
ſelf. The paſſing hourswere, however, a very 
important object with Mrs. Maitland, who 
wiſhed to devote her uſual number of them 
to repoſe; ſhe, therefore, finding the young 
Lady would not call for her, preſumed, as 
ſhe told her, to remind her how late it was be- 
come, and once more offered her aſſiſtance. 


Leap the way, ſaid Roſina, the only way 
you well know I am permitted to go, nor 
mock me longer by aſking my choice, when 
you are ſenſible J have not the power of 
chooſing in a ſingle inſtance. 


Mxs. MaiTLaNnD took up a couple of 
candles and preceded the young Lady to 
her chamber; on entering which ſhe ex- 
claimed, look at my poor Drufilla's bed, 
Madam, and tell me if I have any power! 
would it be unoccupied, or this apartment 
a ſcene of diſmal ſolitude, if I was not en- 
compaſſed round hy 'perlons ho delight in 
tormenting me! but I have done with com- 

| plaining, 


ö 
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| plaining, and if I cannot live with ſatisfac- 
tion, will wait calmly for death to deliver 


me from every ill. Good night, added ſhe, 
I am much miſtaken, Madam, if your re- 
pole will for a moment be interrupted by 
your remembrance of your wretched pri- 
ſoner. f | 


My priſoner, cried Mrs. Maitland, hea- 
ven ſorbid that the daughter of my ever 
honoured Lord ſhould conſider me as her 
Jailer; you have ſtung me to the quick, 
young Lady, by this ſtrange, harſh, and 
unjuſtifiable expreſſion; and J will acquaint 


his Lordſhip of it before I attempt to go to 
reſt. 


I EXPECTED as much, replied Roſina, 
and you will alſo pleaſe, I hope, to tell him 
that death, in any ſhape, is preferable, in my 
idea, to life as I am ſituated, 


Mrs. MAlTLANPD withdrew, and in this 
one inſtance however, kept her word with 
Ro ſina. 
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Roſina. O, cried his frigid Lordſhip, all 
the ills ſhe complains of ſhall be redreſſed 
in the morning, and the contraſt will heigh. 
ten every pleaſure in ſtore for her. Light 
and ſhade, Maitland, conſtitute the whole 
beauty and value of exiſtence, 


al 


WI 
Oo 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


A PLOT SUGGESTED. 


Tus morning brought Sir Peter F erguſon, 
alias Mr. Levet, to Roſina's breakfaſt table, 
who was all obſequiouſneſs and ſubmiſſion. 


You profeſs a wiſh to obhge me, ſaid 
Roſina; if only words of courſe F beg you 
will ſpare my ear, but if heaven and your 
own good nature inclines you to fulfil thoſe 
profeſſions, know, Sir, you have the power. 


TRHAT power, Madam, replied Levet, 
you ſhall command, though to my own pre- 


judice; teach me how to ſerve you and it | 
ſhall be done. f | | 


Give me back the innocent girl they 
have deprived me of; is there, Sir, any thing 
to fear where ſhe is concerned! ſhall we not 

AP, | | have 


88 


have ſufficient ſpies about us to break our 
ſtratagems, if we were ſo weak zs to form 
any? there is comfort, there is conſolation 
to me 1n the very circumſtance that makes 
her harmleſs to others; bring her back then, 
Sir, to me, and I will believe you are my 
friend. | 


2 = 


I wir exert all my beſt intereſt, ſaid 
Levet, and do not de ſpair of ſucceſs; but 
I truſt a young Lady of your high claims 
would not make a low creature your com- 
panion. 


O nB1rTH! cried Roſina, this pride of 
birth, what ills does it not occaſion! Has 
The not a ſoul, Sir, as pure as intelligent as 
mine? Mr. Levet bowed. Is not her form 
the ſame? Mr. Levet ſmiled. And what is 
there in the ſound of title or the poſſeſſion 
of wealth to ſatisfy or ſupport the mind, 
compared to a ſincere, however humble 
friend, to ſpeak one's thoughts to, with- 
out fear of malicious or fatal interruption, 

and. 
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and to receive opinions from, that neither 
deceive nor poiſon the heart, 


SIR PETER made a long and elaborate 
ſpeech upon the effects and conſequences 
of a romantic turn of ſentiment; no one 
adored goodnels in its natural and genuine 
ſtate more than himſelf, but goodneſs car- 
ried to exceſs became infirmity, and loſt all 
ut Hits merit and virtue; that private life was 
ns fit only for plebeians, and polite ſcenes alone 
n. terrified thoſe who had never frequented 
chem; that a hoſt of admirers would join 
the train, however unbidden, of beauty,when 
dignified by rank; and that it was a blam- 
las able ſelf-deſertion inthoſe who counteracted 
as the will of providence, and preferred ob- 


rm 
t 18 
jon 


nd, Rosi NA replied, he had probably argu— 


right and due inheritance. 


ble ed very well, but that unfortunately the 
ich- Tubject was ſuch, as ſhe was incapable of 


eciding upon, and his language too polite 
tor 


on, 
and 


ſcurity to eclat, when the latter was their 


for her comprehenſion. I have, ſaid ſhe; 
ideas, but words to expreſs thoſe ideas 1M R 
have not been at much pains to acquire, no 
and only wonder, when I conſider how ſhort ve 
a time has paſſed ſince I lived at the heath cr 
fide, that I can already talk ſo tolerably a ſhe 
my ear tells me I do; but your faſhionable my 
ſubjeas, and your faſhionable phraſes, 1 as | 
ſhall never be miſtreſs of, for I will not mi no! 
with faſhionable life on any conditions. ven 


A vox Lady, faid Mr. Levet, in theWicur 
houſe of her father, I ſhould much rathe cent 
expect to hear held herſelf in readineſs t thus 
comply with his will, than to entertain ſengrea 
timents of rebellion. What miſtake render will 
ed your infancy or your education, MilYwith 
Paiſley, is one thing; what your noble fag who 
ther's countenance and ſandtion will rendeFnot f 
your youth, is another. He is a man of faſh 
ion, and can you beaplebeian!achild of Ma S; 
jor Jones' might have imbibed ſuch narroyÞypo; 
notions, the daughter of Long Paiſley muſwas { 
look higher. 
Wu 
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Roſina; would that be wiſdom? miglit you 
not much more naturally conclude that hea- 
ven has given me a faſte I have not the pow- 
er to change? My fathor, I grant, conunued 
ſhe, is a great man. but you ieem to forget 


my mother was a daughter of humility; and 


as it is plain I do not inherit che pride of 
nobility, is not the diſpoſition God has gi- 
ven me the marking feature about me of 
her obſcure origin; for ſhe was, Sir, ob- 
icurely though not meanly born, and de- 


| cently not finely bred; wherefore, ſince I am 


thus unqualifted to appear in the circles of 
greatneſs, without diſgracing my father, why 
will he not conſent to my paſſing my days 
with thoſe (and ſuch, Sir, I could mention) 
who love me for my ſimplicity, and ſmile, 
not ſhudder at my blunders. 


SIR PETER ſipped his tea, liſted up his 


ypocritical eyes to heaven, ſighed, and 
as lent. 


Ho 


War! bigber than happineſs, Sir! ſaid 
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How ſoon, Sir, aſked Roſina, ſhall F 
know your ſucceſs reſpet:ting Druſilla; if 
herreturn be delayed, it will break my heart; 
to ſerve ne effenticily you muſt ſerve me 
| ſpeedily. I cannot, Sir, live in this enor- 
mous, this wilderneſs of a houſe alone; and 
there is no companion, except Druſilla, 


that 1s fit for me, nor do I like to talk much. 


with men. 


MR. Lever repeated his aſſurances, that: 
he would uſe his utmoſt influence. with her 
father in her favour, and that whatever in- 
dulgence could be obtained, ſhe ſhould ſoon 
be made acquainted with; and, having finiſh- 
ed his breakfaſt, and finding the young La- 
dy was neither to be drawn out into con- 
verſation nor amuſed by him, took a formal 
leave, and left her to her own reflections. 


I w1LL give you the merit with her, ſaid 
his Lordſhip, of obliging her, ſo let the 
chit come back, we may make her yſeful 
hereafter. 


BETORE 


R 
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BETOR dinner was ſerved in, therefore, 
Levet knocked at her door, and, telling her 
he had a preſent for her, bid Druſilla enter. 
This, cried Roſina, is kind indeed. He kiſ- 
ſed her hand as his reward, he ſaid, and 


withdrew. 


DRUSs LILA threw her arms about her 
young Lady's neck, and wept for joy that 
ſhe was reſtored to her; and fear not, ſaid 
the ſpirited little girl, I have ſaved Mr. 
Denham, by my.diligence, from getting into 
a hobble; and, with the bleſſing of heaven I 
will ſerve you alſo. 


Mx. Dexuan, cried Roſina, O where, 
Druſilla, when did you fee him! 


Ar the ayanue gate, rephed Druſilla, 
Juſt entering > after all the hun ly burly, from 
opening the lens ſeat to him by his father 
and Mr. Daviſon, was begun; what a mean, 
what a dirty action, your I adyſhip, to open 
letters intended for another, and ſteal people's 

thoughts; 


| 
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thoughts; it is being a thouſand times worſe 
than a common foot pad or highwayman. 


Anp how, my "dear Druſilla, aſked Roſi- 
na, did you come at the knowledge of all 
this? 


Tu Ar man, returned Druſilla, who ſome- 
times talks ſcotchified, and ſometimes as 
free from all twangings as his Lordſhip 
himſelf, met the wicked fellow in the hall; 
his horſe ſmoked from hard riding like a 
racer. Have you been ſucceſsful, ſaid the 
{cotchman, running out to meet him? 
1 have diſcovered all, replied the traitor, 
and here are letters to confirm and explain 


what I ſhall relate; they were written in an 


hour of imagined ſecurity by old Denham 
to his ſon, and you will marvel at the con- 
tents. 


Trzy ſpoke, Madam, continued Drufil- 
la, in a /ow:/i kind of voice; but J, having 


funk cloſe under the great ſtair caſe thar4Þ jus 


might 


might not be ſeen by them (little thinking 
indeed what I ſhould hear) every word they 


ſay to you; and moreover, they talked of 
tolling young Mr. Denham in a blanket, and 


Col 
— 


1 


ducking him in the horſe pond, and doubt- 
ed not, they told each other, but on ſuch _ 


e. provocation, Lord Paiſley would let them 
as Wo whatever they pleaſed with him. 


u; © 1am choked, cried Roſina, with terror; 
a nd did you, my Druſilla, ſave him from 
he ſuch baſe, ſuch cruel treatment? 


Yes, your Ladyſhip, replied Druſilla, 
nd I would ſave him again and again if it 
as in my power, from a thouſand Scotch- 
am pen and a thouſand Engliſh Lords into the 
on- Hargain. | 


I Bur how did you proceed, how did you 
ſil- Pnduct yourſelf, demanded Roſina? 


L jusT ſtayed to find they were all curſing 


ight and 


r 
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uttered was as plain to me as what I now 
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and ſwearing the very Hall up from its foun- he 
dation, replied the girl; and up it would _ 
have been, and ſmacking down upon your 
Ladyſhip's innocent head, if curſes could A 
have done it. So then, thinks I to myſelf, l _H 
will fit you for this I warrant you; and, fly- 
ing out at the back door, I clambered over l 
ditches and hedges that ſtood in my way, he 
before I could reach the lower gate of the ns 
avenue without paſling full in the teeth of 4 | 
them; and when there, walked and watched 4m 
and wiſhed for Mr. Denham's coming. oy 
He did at length come, cried the diſtreſ | 
ſed Roſina? 1 
IDruf 
O xxs, your Ladyſhip, replied the girl nes 
with as innocent and unſuſpetting a hear 4 mY 
as your Ladyſhip's, when I ſtopped him aa 


and in great haſte told him all I have tol. 
you. Merciful! how he behaved; he thre L ws. 
himſelf, Madam, upon the ground, like an 3 
diſtracted madman; wrung his hands; fall 


he was undone, and had loſt your Ladyſhip, 
an n your CPs for ever. 


ſaid Roſina. | 


fine a young gentleman. I however begged 
he would remember his own danger, my 
danger, your Ladyſhip's danger, if we were 
ſeen together, and humbly adviſed him to 
be o for a time 


I writ, I will, ſaid he, fly at preſent, 
Druſilla, that I may hereafter be fervice- 
able; and as the diſtance is not above thir- 


know her misfortune; I will myſelf go to 
chem with the news, take their opinion how 
I ought to proceed, and return to-morrow. 
And O, ſaid he, with a moſt piteous ſigh! 
Jentreat that lovely, that amiable creature, 
vo. II. F for 


)J E M 1 M As 97 


3 e my good Drufilla, 


I s TROVE to comfort him, but, alackaday! 
what could I ſay towards comforting ſo 


ty or forty miles, and that her friends muſt 
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one part of this ſpeech, and confuſed at ano- 


when may 1 hope for the pleaſure of pag 
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for ſo he called your Ladyſhip, (from the 


greatneſs of his grief) to be careful of her- 3 
ſelf, and I will yet hope to ſee her again. 5. 
Ac A1N, and again you will, Sir, take my 3& 
word for it, replied I, happily ſee her, if = 
you only keep yourſelf out of harm's way " 
until the ſtorm is blown over. They can- * 
not, dare not hurt her Ladyſhip, ſaid I, (and "I 
I hope I did not ſpeak unhandſomely) un- 
leſs you let them hurt you; for moſt badly 8 
would ſhe, 1 am certain, feel, ſaid I, any 4 
wound you was to receive on her account. a; 
| worth 
Ros ix A had felt herſelf diſconcerted at fon 


ther, but was reheved by the concluſion. 
You ſaid perfectly right, replied ſhe; nothing, 
Druſilla, is ſo hard to.,bear as bringing our 
friends into peril. . But when are you, my 
good and kind girl, to meet him again; 


28. of him? 
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Tuts evening, Madam, anſwered Drufilla, 
or to-morrow morning at the lateſt; and 


now, your Ladyſhip, I could ſay ſomewhat 
if I dared, 


Ros ix A bluſhed without knowing where- 
fore, and the girl heſitated. You do not 
forbid my ſpeaking, your Lady ſhip, and yet 
fear to offend you. 


SpEAK, ſaid Roſina, it is not in your na- 
ture to 1atend wrong, and therefore, as the 
vorthy Major Jones obſerves, ought not to 
be thought Wrong. 


5 War, this it is, your Ladyſhip; ſays one 
8 the ſootmen, (a very very good natured 
187 


ellow, your Lady ſhip) ſays he, I know my 
own know; and if I was a young Lady 
ho had a'tyrant for my father, and an an- 
jel for my uncle, ſays he, I would make no 

bones of it, but run away from the 
a to the good relation. 


is] + 
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Oxx of the footmen! replied Roſina (not 

a little diſappointed that young Denham's 

name was not mentioned) you muſt not, 

Druſilla, tell me what the footmen ſay about 
me. 


Wuy ſo I thought, your Ladyſhip, but 
then again thinks I, what harm can there be 
in juſt ſaying what I have heard, as my 
Lady can always judge for herſelf; howe- 
ver, that was not all, your Ladyſhip. 


Nav, ſaid Roſina, you may as well fi- 
niſh now you have begun, the reſt cannot 
be worſe than I have already heard. 


Axp if I was her Ladyſhip, continued 
this ſame good-natured man, ſaid Druſilla, 
'I&ould get Mr. Edward Denham to take 
me off, and let the Major alone for know- 
ing how to reward him. 


the de 

Hop; ſaid the bluſhing Roſina, this Waoj6294 
too 
* 
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1 however hope this is all. 


ALL of the footman, your Lady ſhip, but 
Imyſelf have a word or two. 


Trar is quite another thing, cried Roſi- 
na, for I believe you, my dear girl, will 
never, from yourſelf, utter what I ought to 


refuſe attending to. 
15 


Nav, for the matter of that, ſaid Druſilla, 
I I am not ſure you will think it right, though 
all out of my own head; but I long to aſk 
Mr. Denham if he cannot do you ſuch a fa- 
vour, and let me-go with you. 


Ua WUERE, cried Roſina, where would you 
have me go! 


To your good and worthy uncle; from 
the devil and all his works, to God and a 
a2 good conſcience. 


tOO 


too much for him to ſay, and for me to hear, 
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Ap would you, Druſilla, ſaid Roſinz, 
adviſe me to ſuch a ſtep. 


I oxLy fear, replied the girl, ſome terri- 
ble plot is carrying on; that wicked Scotch- 
man ſeems dying for you, and ſuppoſe his 
| Lordſhip ſhould command you to marry 

him. | 


An, cried Roſina, ſave me from the ap- 
prehenſion! ſay what you will to Mr. Den- 
ham at his return, get me out of a ſituation 
which diſtreſſes, diſtracts me; and I can 
promiſe you Mrs. Daviſon will love and 
cheriſh you, and my deareſt uncle pile fa- 
vours cn your head. If Mr. Denham will 
but undertake the matter, I ſhall think it 
more than half accompliſhed, for he has 
knowledge, Druſilla, and courage, and will 
condutt us through every difficulty. 


NoTHinG now occupied the mind of 
Rofina but the ardent wiſh to elope, It will 
| be 


m: 
ho 
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be ages, ſaid ſhe, before this young gentle- 
man returns; ſuſpence, how painful! delay, 


how torturing! never more, Druſilla, ſhall I 
be able to compoſe myſelf under this roof. 


F4 CHAP. 
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(et 1 MHAPTER.IX.. 
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\/ \ HEN Edward Denham reached his 
friends at Bath, great indeed was their diſ- 
treſs and mortification. 


Every evil, cried the Major, might be 
caſily repaired, except the unhappy fate of 
poor Roſina. That inhuman and unprin- 
cipled man, her father, talked of ſending 
her to a nunnery for education; how gric- 
vous a ſtroke will it be to us all, ſhould he 


hide her in one for ever, on motives of ma- 


lice and revenge from our knowledge and 
connection. 


EpwarDd DENHAu jumped up. Let 
me not remain at this diſtance, ſaid he, lon- 
ger; I will return and watch all their mo- 

tons; to a nunnery they ſhall never carry 
| her, 


fe 
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her, whilt I have life and ſtrength to op- 


poſe the outrage on ſo much ſweetneſs, 
beauty, and innocence. 


A very heroic declaration truly, repli- 


ed his father; but very unluckily, Edward, 
this is not the age for chivalry, nor can you 
procure the aid of any good-natured genii, 
fairy, giant, or magician, to aſſiſt your com- 
mon-{ized endeavours, for preventing an 
Engliſh nobleman from doing what he plea- 


ſes with his own child. 


Bur I proteſt, ſaid Daviſon, I ſhould 


honour my friend's ſpirit and humanity, 


and rejoice in his ſucceſs, if he was to at- 


tempt to be ſerviceable; and, inſucha cauſe, 
who ſhall ſay that heaven would not be 
propitious. | 


Fd 


MAJOR [Joxsxs, cried Edward Denham 
with great ardour, give me but your per--. 


miſhon to embark in this however unpro- 


miſing enterpriſe, and be aſſured, if you- 
F 5 hear 
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hear I fail, you ſhall hear alſo that I fail 
from not accompliſhing what was above 
human powers. 


I noLD up both my hands, ſaid Mrs. 
Daviſon, for the deliverance of Roſina, 
and can only lament I am not a man, for 
if I was I would level mountains for her 
deliverance. 


TüERE is, however, Edward, ſaid the 
Major, a previous queſtion to be aſked; 
how ſtand your affections, free or fettered? 
for perhaps the men of this refined and mo- 
ral generation would one and all be too 
nice to marry a runaway, and if you could 
not, from pre-engagement or other juſt im- 
pediment, I ſhould come off with the loſs 


of a nephew, and our poor Roſina of a hul: 


band, by your valiant exertions in her ſer- 
vice. 


Epwar coloured up to the eyes and 
ears, and looked very fooliſh. The com- 


en? þ 


nd 


D- 


any 


with Druſilla. 
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pany laughed. But recovering himſelf, I 
will not, ſaid he, be laughed from my pur- 
poſe, and the more eſpecially from the ſpark 
of ambition the Major has thought fit to 
light up in my mind; for, could I believe 
the prize would be mine, I ſhould think 
myſelf ſure of victory. In a word, it was 
ſoon very ſeriouſly decided, that neither of 
them could do better; and that as there was 
no oppoling her father's meaſures openly, 
except in the charatter of her huſband, that 
if he, Edward, could win her conſent, he 
ſhould have the conſent of all preſent, to 


become her final and indiſputable protec- 
tor. 


Tuis vas ſufficient; Edward Denham 
trod air, and looked down upon creation as 
a thing of ſmall value. And ſo eager was 
he to return, that he ſet off at five o' clock 
the next morning; and, in a horſeman'stoat, 
hat, and wig, lurked about the avenue low- 
er gate at Lord Paiſléy's, in order to meet 
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Sz met him, beyond his beſt hopes, al- 


moſt immediately met him, and their in- 
terview was mutually delighting. For, 
Drufilla no ſooner told how defirous her 
young Lady was to be carried off, than he 
informed her he was deputed by her worthy 
relations and friends for that very purpoſe; 
and it was agreed between them that he 
ſhould have a poſt chaiſe with every other 
neceſſary, at two the following morning, at 
the door of a little paddock, of which Dru- 
ſilla had the key in her pocket; and, as it 
was moon light, would be eafily found by 


them all, when they would have nothing 


more to do than to fly to Bath; from 
whence the Major adviſed they ſhould pro- 
cced to Wales, where Mrs. Jewel would 
receive them; and her huſhand, when the 
due time was elapſed, ſhould marry them: 
for, until they were married, he ſhould not 
think them ſafe from Lord Paiſley's vio- 
lence and purluit on any other ſpot. 


Dxus1LLA told her Lady all that had 
paſſed 


ad 
ed 
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paſſed in this ſtolen rencounter, which was 
confirmed by a few lines from Jemima, bid- 
ding her, in the name of all her friends, to 
accept of Edward Denham's aſſiſtance with- 
out heſitation or ſcruple ; adding, that they 
were dying to receive her. 


Tux maid and miſtreſs were equally no- 
vices in the buſineſs of elopement; com- 
mon ſenſe, however, dictated to them, if 
they incumbered themſelves with too many 
worldly goods it would retard their flight. 
Druſilla indeed ſighed as ſhe caſt her eyes 
towards her Lady's wardrobe; but Roſina 
ſaid ſhe might ſafely diſregard its contents, 
tor that where they were going ſhe would 
receive treble the benefits ſhe left behind. 


Nor a doubt of effecting their deſired 
purpoſe occurred to theſe young beginners 
in the ſcience of elopement, nor did they 
apprehend a danger in their Journey from 
which Edward Denham's vigilance and cou- 
rage would not or could not defend them. 

TEDIOUS 


TzD1ous was the day, and ſlowly arri- 
ved the evening. Druſilla fidgetted in and 
out of the parlour every time the clock 
ſtruck, on various pretences, juſt to remind 
her Lady by a nod, or ſome other token, 
that another long hour was at length gone; 
and, from the dear hope that it would be 
the laſt, even a viſit from Sir Peter Fer- 
guſon was patiently endured by Roſina. 


Six PETER FERGUSON, indeed elated 
by his fortunate diſcovery, made ſuch un- 
uſual efforts this evening to pleaſe, that, if 
the talent had not been forbidden him by 
nature, he muſt have ſucceeded. 


HE talked to her of Mrs. Daviſon's per- 
ſon; allowed it to be beautiful, and her un- 
derſtanding almoſt unequalled. 


Ros iN A was aſtoniſhed. Sir Peter Fer- 
guſon know Mrs. Daviſon! how could it 
come to pals, for ſhe had never heard his 
name once mentioned in her uncle's family. 


HE. 


1 
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HE had a relation, he told her, whoſe 
daughter was ſituated at Mrs. Hillman's 
ſchool, and in his viſits to that little girl, he 
had had an opportunity of frequently ſeeing 
and converſing with Miſs Jemima Jones. 


O! RIED Roſina, would to heaven I 
had never been ſeparated from her! what 
a ſtrange proof of fatherly kindneſs it is, 
Sir, to take his child from a place, where 
ſhe had every advantage, and every felicity 
in the world, for no other pleaſure to him- 
ſelf (as I can find out) but to ſee her miſe- 
rable.— Mrs. Daviſon never ſpoke, Sir, 
but to my improvement; her knowledge 
was abundant, her language refined, and 
her heart the heart of a Saint. Can you 
then wonder at my tears, my forlorn con- 
dition on ſuch a change; who have I now 


to ſpeak to, or make me amends for what I 
have loſt? 


Sis PETER humbly hoped, he ſaid, that 
: there 
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there were perſons in Lord Paiſley's family 
not altogether contemptible. 


Ix may be fo, replied Roſina; but, admit- 
ting you, Sir, was one of that number, your 
ſex renders it impoſhble you ſhould be a 
Mrs. Daviſon to me. 

Sin PETER told her it was his Lordſhip's 
intention, ſo ſoon as he was ſatisfied with 
her conduR, to take her to London; but, 
that whilſt his doubts of her filial affection 
and filial obedience were unremoved, ſhe 
could not expect he would be over folici- 
tous to promote amuſements that muſt 


ſtrengthen his child's difregard of him, and 


confirm her in (he begged pardon for 
uſing ſo hard a word) her rebellion againſt 
him. | 


Drus1LLA tapped at the door, the clock 
having ſtruck ten, and aſked her Lady if 
ſhe would pleaſe to ſup. Roſina replied 
ſhe would only have a cruſt of bread and a 

claſs 


T 


for 


nſt 


glaſs of wine, without the ceremony of a ſup- 
per- appearance, and ſhe was ſure Sir Peter 
would excuſe her and join his friends. Sir 
Peter, however, not chuſing to take the 
hint, Druſilla returned with the glaſs of 
wine, &c. and made ſo many droll motions 
behind his back, by way of wiſhing him 
gone, that all Roſina's anxiety was ſcarcely 
proof againſt the laughing: inclination they 
excited. 


Dx vus1Ltra retired, and the clock ſtriking 
eleven, again preſented herſelfunbidden, to 


know if her young Lady had * commands 


for her. 


% 


RosiNna told her ſhe ſhould want her 
attendance ſo ſoon as ſhe had bid Sir Peter 
good night; and riſing made him a courteſy 
which diſmiſſed him, and ſhe hurried away 
to her chamber; where, in unſpeakable 
agitation, ſhe remained for three ſuccel- 
hve hours, 
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Ar length the moon was up, and ſhone 
in all its midnight ſplendour, and every 
ſtar ſeemed to twinkle encouragement, 
when the timid Roſina, and her no leſs ti- 
mid and inexperienced waitingmaid, ſtole 
unheeded down the back ſtairs. 


Tux lobby was traverſed with cautious 
ſteps, and the outward door opened with 
dexterity; but on advancing to the laſt 
point of the court yard O! horror of hor- 
rors! — A fowling piece was fired over 


their heads, and they both fell lifeleſs in 


each other's arms. 


Rosi NA was the firſt that recovered; 
and, concluding Druſilla dead, was nearly 
relapſing into a ſtate of inſenſibility, when 
ſhe opened her eyes. 

Wu ERE am 1, cried Roſina, and where 
is Mr. Denham? — Here, here, ſaid a 
voice in a gentle whiſper, follow my ſteps 
and you have nothing to fear. 


TuE. 
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Tu E poor things followed with doubtful 
hope, until Roſina, falling at the feet of 
their guide, exclaimed, alas, alas, it is his 
Lordſhip. 


Ros INA, ſaid Lord Paiſley, for it was 
himſelf, how will you bear to look an of- 
tended, betrayed, and an inſulted father in 
the face. But you have carved your own 
deſtiny; inſtead of your expected journey, 
you ſhall go to France, and there deplore, 
at your leiſure, your diſobedient and bold 
conduct. As for your Don Quixote, he is 
in cuſtody alſo, and will be dealt by accor- 
ding to his deſerts. Simple, artful, frail, and 
confident girl, how could, how could you 
have the vanity to ſuppoſe you could elude 
the vigilance of a whole family, and, ſup- 
ported alone by your wiſe Druſilla and the 
fortitude of filial tranſgreſſions, remove 
yourſelf to a diſtance ſrom my reach and 
diſcovery. But, away, away, you ſhall know 
my pleaſure, in conſequence of my diſplea- 
ſure, in the morning. 

CHAP. 


— 


CHAPTER X. 
A FRIEND IN NEED ISA FRIEND INDEED. 


No w, the fact was, that Mr. Levet had been 
a perpetual ſpy over them, had traced Dru- 
filla to the avenue gate, ſeen who ſhe met, 
and, putting circumſtances and circumſtan- 
ces together, got a clue to the whole in- 
trigue. 


His Lordſhip was informed of both his 
ſuſpicions and his certainties, and he pro- 
felled himſelf glad of it; for Roſina, ſaid 
he, will, by this attempt to fly me, juſtify 
my condutt to the world at large for placing 
her in a ſituation from whence there is no re- 
turn. In ſhort, Levet, ſaid his Lordſhip, if 
things turn out as you apprehend, you 
mall convey her to, and lodge her ſafe in 
a convent. 


Lever. 


ere 
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Lever, got to this acme of his wiſhes, 
affected to plead for the poor young Lady 
with the enemy his addreſs had raiſed her 
up. But his Lordſhip, to impreſs her mind 
more powerfully with a ſenſe of the pater- 
nal prerogative, inſiſted upon convicting 
her himſelf of criminality; he had forborn, 
he ſaid, to give her any perſonal proofs of 
„his reſentment on the interception of Den- 
ham's letters, and inſtead of profiting by, 


„he had only abuſed his lenity. 

5 Poor Roſina re-entered her chamber 

us wich a broken heart, and Druſilla fat by her 

Ade in dumb ſorrow and mute participation 

id for her Lady's deep diſtreſs. 

ity 

ng TukEx went not to bed, and therefore 

re rere ready when called upon by Sir Peter 

„if Ferguſon, at ſeven in the morning, into his 

o Lordſhip's dreſſing room, who, with all the 

em ꝑppearance of a ſtern judge, was ſeated to 
eceive them. | 

ET. 
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W 1 aT does that blubberer do here, ſaid 
his Lordſhip, meaning Druſilla, and whence 
her attendance? let her be ſent from my 
ſight, I have no right to govern any man's 
children but my own. Come forward Ro- 


| fina, and hear me paſs your final ſentence, 


"Ox my knees, Sir, ſaid ſhe, permit me 
to hear it, ſinking down, for I am not able 


longer to ſupport myſelf. — Beitſo, replied 
his Lordſhip, it is the attitude of contrition, 


and will beſt accord with what I now hope 
is the ſtate of your heart. Drufilla, to the 
aſtoniſhment of all preſent, had the courage 
to advance and kneel 'down behind her 
Lady. 


Tu carriage is now at the door, and 
Sir Peter Ferguſon will have the goodneſs 
to accompany you. You want education, 
Roſi na, continued this &:nd father, and 'fo 


mildajudgedo you find me, that I have con- 


trived to make your neceſſary improvement 
your puniſhment, and alone condemn you 
| to 
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w pals a few profitable years in a convent, 
You will be careſſed, ſaid his Lordſhip, for 
wy ſake, and well accommodated; for your 
P penſion ſhall be an ample one, and it will 
be your own fault if you are not eſteemed 
alſo. When the ruſt of the heath (Roſina 
huddered at his mention of it) is worn off, 
and you can give me a girl of faſhion for a 
daughter, a girl, Roſina, who diſdains all 
lirty chicane, and has got the better of 
every downward appetite to mix with mud, 
you ſhall be recalled from your baniſhment, 
and reſtored to the height from which your 
oarſe and abſurd politics have tumbled you. 
es o farewell; deſerve, and obtain my favour; 
alk no more, and, with this purſe, receive 
he bleſſing and the forgiveneſs of an ill-uſed 


* ather. 
dnefs : 

: Ros iN A took the purſe, but it dropped 
ation; 


3 fo om her hand. One requeſt, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
" ne requeſt I beſcech you to grant me. If 


wh am indeed to conſider myſelf as your 
"OY uld, if any part of your fortune is intended 
* 


to 


10 


— 
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to be my inheritance, refuſe not to preſerve 
my life by letting Druſilla go with me. 


His Lordſhip ſtared. 


You have, Sir, ſeen her heart in her con- 
duct, ſhe will only cheer my hours in a 
land of ſtrangers, and enable me to ſubmit 
patiently to your will; her hand 1s too 
weak, you know, Sir, it is too weak to 
break my chains, and if you refuſe me this Iperſ 
one requeſt, be aſſured you will ſoon ceaſe ling 
to have a daughter. | pifo 

To Ien 
as t. 
orth. 


LoxD PAISLE gave many ſevere names 
to her folly, her preſumption, her daring, 
in making ſucha requeſt; but, ſoftening byith i: 
degrees, he ſaid, that if he could be certainſþas at 
ſhe would not again abuſe his goodnelsF(cape 
ſhe ſhould be gratified, if Sir Peter had nc 

objettion to the additional charge of hei Ty + 
attendant's company. patio 


Sik PETER profeſſed his deyotion to tiff Yor, 
youn 


* 
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young Lady's wiſhes; and handing Roſina 
into the chaiſe, Druſilla, having bid a haſty 
adieu to her mother, immediately followed 
ber young Lady, and off they ſet poſt for 
Dover; Lord Paifley congratulating him- 
ſelf that he had thus, with ſo much reputa- 
K uns aubeèred himſelf of a full grown 


er, and a living momento of his un- 


VL ed conduct. 


to Tux next buſineſs this right honourable 
this Eperlonage turned his great ſoul towards ſet- 
aſc Wing, was the fate of Edward Denham, his 
priſoner, for whoſe captivity he and his 
ends had already ſung te deum. — He 
\mesfras therefore commanded to be brought 
ring) orth. He was waited for with exultation, 
g by 1th impatience, with anger; when, lo! it 
rtainſÞ2s at length diſcovered he had made his 
IneſsFicape through the water cloſet window. 
ad NC 
f hei THE particulars of his capture and eman- 
pation were as follow. 
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Tux active Mr. Levet having contrived 
to way- lay this enterpriſing youth, he was 


ſeized by ſome of his myrmidons the in- in 
ſtant he emerged from the paddock and had M"'* 
raiſed his foot to clear a ſtile, 2 
HE made a blow at the fellow and felled nul 

him to the ground, but was ſo unfortunate 
as to fall with him; when two others of the II 
fame infernal complexion ruſhing forward, n. 
he perceived all reſiſtance was vain, and * 
with an agony of foul no words could ſpeak, 3 
yielded to his deſtiny. | hir 
| tilt 
er, w 


Tux fellows in the firſt: place bound his % 
hands behind him, and in the ſecond tied him) 
to the ſtile; after which they calmly turned 5 akt 
their attention to the wounded man, whoſſſ *PI 
declared he believed his ſcull was fraured e fo 


: © 
ſo violent was the blow Denham had give 8 
hi with 
him. | 
him 
bbies 
which 


Enwarnd DENHAM would have accep 
ted anihilation as a blcfling during thi 


dreadiul 
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Ireadful period, and expected no other than 
inſtant torture and inſult; but ſo tenderly 
was his whole foul intereſted for Roſina, that 


ſoundation in what he - apprehended ſhe 
nuſt ſuffer. 


d 

2 Txr1s pauſe, ſo little underſtood by Den- 
a dam, and therefore ſo tremendous, was, as 

rd, HY : 

* reviouſly enjoined by the commanding 


fcer of the night; for even their ſeizure 
him was not to bring them to the houſe, 
ntil the fowling piece, charged with pow- 


his 
him 
rned 
who 
ared 


tying the poor young Lady and her help- 
b attendant, and as a ſignal for their defi- 
approach. On the firing of which they 
ere fore unbound him from the ſtile; and 
come on, Sir, we ſhall have little more to 
with you,” were the words in which they 
him follow them, through ſeveral dark 
dbies in Lord Paiſley's houſe, at the end 
which they puſhed him into a parlour, 
tafterwards proved to be, from whence, 
| ä without 


give 


c cep 


8 thi 
eadlu 


his ſelf-cares and ſelf-fears had their real 


er, was fired for the double purpoſe of ter- 
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without his Lordſhip's pleaſure, there Way 
no poſſibility of his return. 


SILENCE and ſadneſs were ſoon his only 


companions. What a reverſe of ſituation! g 
by that time, had heaven favoured his juſt 5 
and worthy enterpriſe, he ſhould have been 
far, far on his way to Bath, the wretched * 
Roſina in ſafety, and the congratulations a] 
the plandits of his friends, at hand. Inſtcad J 
of which ſhe too was fallen into the iron gripe 12 
of enemies, of cold blooded, of cruel ene s 

mies, who, he doubted not, would precipi 

tate her into ſome irretrievable, ſome fat: 
misfortune, vi 
thi 
fri 

Ix conſequence of theſe reflections, ra; 
ind deſpair had for a conſiderable time, if De 
turns, poſſeſſion of his heart; when, in 01 TR 
of theſe moments of mental deſperation, | P 
heard a door unlock, and thought his ho Wis 


of diſſolution at hand. 


IN sT EAD ofthis apprehenſion, howev! 


bel 


Was 


je, 

n Ol 
on, 
8 ho 


wev\ 
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being ſulfilled, the moſt friendly accents 
ſaluted his ear; a window was unbarred in 
an adjacent cloſet, and his unknown deli- 
verer bid him try if he could not make his 
way through it; this, ſaid the friendly voice, 
is the laſt and only chance you have for de- 
liverance, no eye will at this ume diſcover 
you, no footſteps purſue you, and if you 
improve your good fortune as you ought, 
you will eſcape your perſecutors for ever. 


On the report of Denham's not being in 
cuſtody, his creſt-fallen Lordſhip execrated 
the beavens, the earth, himſelf, and his 
friends, but all to no purpoſe! Edward 
Denham was got out of his toils, and what 
was the moſt diabolical ſtroke of alt, was, 
perhaps, at that very inſtant ridiculing his 
impotence and unavailing rage! He would 
have given half, nay his whole fortune, he 
declared, to have executed his deſigns upon 
him, deſigns of ſuch refined barbarity as 
cannot with propriety be mentioned. The 


good-natured footman, as Druſilla called 
"i 


hun, 
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him, had, however, ſet him free, and being 


alone when he did it, was fearleſs of detec- 
tion; and thus ended the commotions of the 
morning. And Roſina, Druſilla, and the 
pious divine, whilſt Denham was caſting a- 
bout how to proceed, uninterruptedly pro- 
ſecuted their journey. 


Bur this was not all the good-natured 


footman did for Edward Denham, for he 
took care to inform him of the young Lady's 

rout, companions, and deſtination; and 
with all the anxiety of wounded humanity, 
and the ardour of a lover's apprehenſions, 
did he purſue them from poſt houſe to pot 
houſe, hearing of them wherever he came, 
but ſtill unable to come up with them until 
they had been ſome hours ſafely landed at 


Calais. 


LEVET had every advantage over the 
diſtreſſed Denham, inſomuch that no magiſ- 
terial protection could be applied for by 
him. A father's name and a father's ſanction 

conlecrated 


til 
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conſecrated his impious deeds; whilſt the 
delivererof innocence had only heaven, the 
juſtice of his cauſe, and honeſt artifice to 
aid his defired purpoſes. But to give her 
up was impoſſible, however hopeleſs his 
proſpett of obtaining her. 


* 
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CHAPTER XI. 
A SELF INTRODUCTION. 


Ltzvzr had never once ſhewn his cloven 
foot the whole journey; but, being arrived 
at Calais, with diſcretional powers either to 
convey the young Lady into the vicinity of 
the French Metropolis, or to eſtabliſh her 
at St. Omers, a conceit ſtruck him, that 
he ſhould be a fool to return without viſi- 
ting Paris, the great centre of taſte and po- 
liteneſs, as he ſhould always have it in. his 
power to amuſe, conſequently abuſe his 
Lordſhip with fiftitious tales of the difficul- 
ties and dangers, from Roſina's refracto- 
rineſs, &c. &c. he had to encounter and 
to ſurmount in his ſervice, 


EDWARD DENnnan, when ſatisfied he 
was under the fame roof with Rofina, be- 
gan for the firſt time to breathe freely; he 


had 


ad 


had agonized on hearing Levet was her con- 


feature, his eye brows, were boldened and 
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ductor, but put great truſt in Druſilla's com- 
pany. He had at length arrived at the plea- 
ſure of inquiring after her health, and of 
watching over her ſafety; and it was the 
vow of his pilgrimage, never to quit the 
track ſhe was compelled to purſue until he 
could deliver her; aud having by letter to 
England informed his friends of his ſitua— 
tion and reſolution, he retired to reſt. 


LEVET's plan was, on his awaking, 14 


adopted by him. His hair was tied behind 
in a pig tail that depended below his rump; 
his cheeks were rouged, and that marking 


extended by means of a large pin, blacked 
in the flame of a candle, until he might ac- 
tually have fat as a model for the head of 
a Saracen. 


Hs firſt idea was to have got himſelf re- 
commended to Levet as his valet de place, 
but his indignation roſe againſt every ſub- 

G5 miſſion, 


1 
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miſſion, even under a counterfeit charaQer, 
rkhat wretch might exad from him. He there- 
fore determined to ſeek an acquaintance 
with him, and paſs himſelf off for a bona fide 
Monſieur, which was no hard taſk,as he ſpoke 
the French language with great facility and 
elegance, and Levet's ear by no means ſo 
critical, had that not been the preciſe caſe, 
to be capable of detetting his deficiency. 


_ Lxver's vanity and avarice were only 
inferior to a conſtitutional vice that muſt 
be apparent by his conduct; Edward Den- 
ham therefore found it an ealy buſineſs to 
gain his notice, and to improve that notice 
into an intimacy. 


Axpo what danger could be reaſonably 
apprehended by the prieſt? Monſieur Le 
Bew could alone ſpeak his native tongue, 
and Mademoiſelle Paiſley alone ſpoke En- 
gliſh; and as for poor Druſilla.the was a mere 
cipher in his eſtimate. Add to which. that 
Monſieur Le Bew, (ſuch was the effeQ of 


has 
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his aſſumed appearance) inſtead of a fine 


open- countenanced young man, was a ſharp- 


faced, ſtaring, ſkipping beau, and Roſina 


declared her diſlike of him; but recollec- 


ting that any addition to their party (if not 
the immediate creatures of Sir Peter Fer- 
guſon) would contribute to her and Drufil- 
la's perſonal ſafety, the made no objettion 
to his occupying a corner of the coach pro- 
vided for their conveyance to Paris ; for 
which corner Levet took care to make him 
pay his full 9 


O they went to > Pink without either 
ſtopping to view the towns through which 
they paſſed, or turning once to the right 
hand or the left on whatever temptation; 
for. as Paris, like the Britiſh capital, was a 
populous and buſy ſcene, the prieſt's pru- 
dence told him it would be a much more 
convenient ſpot for him to begin his ope- 
rations upon, than in any place where En- 
gliſh travellers would excite general 2 
vation. | 
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EDwWwARD DENHAM was true to his new 
character, and lamented to Mr. Levet the 


awkwardneſs and unpleaſantneſs of his ſitu- 
ation in not being able to converſe with the 
ladies; but the mock Baronet begged him 
to make himſelf tranquil on that point, for 
that he was not only happy to act as an inter- 
preter in his ſervice, but that, from the na- 
tive ſhyneſs of the Engliſh at thoſe ladies“ 
age, he could aſſure him they were happy 
alſo to receive Monſieur's converſation at 


fecond hand. 


Ar Paris Denham propoſed ſeparating; 
but he was ſenfible, before he hazarded that 
propoſal, he had contrived to make his com- 
pany too agr-eable, by dint of flattery, and 
too profitable, by dint of gencrofity, for Le- 
vet to wiſh he ſhould carry it into execu- 
tion. It was therefore ſettled, by that gen- 
tleman's own offer, for Denham to be ac- 
commodated in che lauic hotel with his new 
frzend, and that one and the fame tradeſ- 

frown attend both of them. 


5 people 


Tus 
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Tux next day they viſited St. Germain's, 


(for Levet did not think it politic to looſe 


time in purſuing his amuſement) where Den- 
ham was delighted with the ſenſible remarks 
Roſina made upon all ſhe ſaw, and particu- 
larly, when ſhewn the picture of king James, 
with the uſual addreſs to the Engliſh, of 
ce behold your king;” for ſo well acquunted 
had ſhe made herſelf with the Britiſh an- 
nals, that, ſhe ſaid, knowing. as he muſt, the 
conditions of his ſucceſſion, it was wonder- 
ful to her he did not adhere to them; for 
that a proteſtant eſtabliſhment could not ac- 
cord with a catholic ſovereign, at leaſt when 
ſuch ſovereign was ſo weak as publicly 


to violate his coronation oath, and thereby” 


ſeparate himſelf from his people; and of 
courle, though majeſty in diſtreſs (for it 
need not be herc obſerved that James and 
his Queen died at St. Germain's, penſioners 
on France) ſtrongly intereſted ihe feelings, 
misfortunes ſelf-derived could not be de- 
plored, as in caſes of perſecuted and ſuffer- 
ing innocence, 

FROM 


134 Ir M I MN. As 


- 


From St. Germain's they ſoon ran over 
the four miles to Verſailles, where Roſina 
told Levet there was ſuffcient maguificence 
to make foreigners conclude the French 
nation the firſt nation in the world. A falſe 
impreſſion however, which tite tour of the 
capital inſtantly corrected; where wretch- 
edneſs and vanity were ſo blended, that 
whilſt you compaſſionated the one, you 
was compelled to laugh at the other. 


Tur Queen of France ſupped and play- 
ed at cards in public, according to the cul- 
tom of the country, and Roſina was charm- 
ed with the beauty of her hands and arms; no 
human creature, ſhe believed, ſhe faid, hav- 
ing ſuch a pair; an exclamation that invo- 
luntarily eſcaped her as ſhe ſtood cloſe to 
her Majeſty's elbow, and being comprehend- 
ed, was fo graciouſly received, that ſhelaid 
down her cards and extended one of her 
arms on the back of her chair, to gratiſy la 
Belle Angloiſe with a view of it. 


ROSIN A 


tl 
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Ros ix A was followed in the girdens of 
the Thuilleries, &c. & c. and admired where- 
ver ſhe came; la Belle Angloiſe was the 
word that put whole parties in motion; aud 
Druſilla, with much naivete, bridled and en- 
Joyed her Lady's triumphs, looking around 
her, as who ſhould fay, I, even I, am her 
Ladyſhip's honoured and dignified atten- 
dant. 


Ros1wa diſliked the opera, it was ſo un- 
natural, and the theatre it was ſo like a pup- 
pet ſhew; for, not underſtanding a ſyllable 
that was uttered by either the performers or 
the company, their rouge, the glitter, and 
the gallantry of all preſent was ſo childiſh 
and ſo ridiculous a ſcene in her fight, that 


ſhe proteſted it quite made her miſerable to 


behold them for fo long a continuance. 


DN HAM and Levet talked French toge- 
ther upon all theſe occafions, and Levet 
evermore complained to his friend Mon- 
ſieur Le Bew of the young Lady's want of 

taſte; 


— —— - 
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taſte; but Denham defended ker on her 
youth and unvitiated ideas. What is called 
taſte, ſaid he, reſpecting places of faſhiona- 
ble reſort in France, is merely an acquired 
leſſon, and las as little in reality to do with 
the heart of the reſt of the audience as with 
Mademoilelle's heart, only that the French 
ladies ſpeak the language of ton, votre Belle 
Angloiſe the language of ſincerity. 


Rosina and her inſeparable Drufilla, 
for ſhe would not go to one place without 
her, were {quired by Levet and Denham, 


in a fiacre, to view the outſide of the now- 


demoliſhed Balſtile. 


Rosixa's gentle feelings were electri— 
fied even by the appearance of its outſide. 
Alas! ſaid ſhe, ſighing deeply, how many 
drooping, hopeleſs, and agonizing hearts 
are incloſed therein. O that my voice had 
the power of unbarring its hundred doors, 
and icttingits worthy captives free! I would, 

Sir Peter, added ſhe with ardent anguiſh, 
| prefer 
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prefer ſuch an act of num my to all the 
diadems the univerſe cin bellow. 


Lever grinned approbation, but the 
erin did not well do its o'*ice; and happen- 
ing at the ſame moment to caſt a glance at 
Druſilla, and from Drulſilla to the tremen- 
dous edifice before them, the harmleſs girl 
was thrown into a trembling fit all over.__. 


I proteſt, ſaid ſhe in a whiſper to her young 


Lady, Sir Peter looks as if he ſhould be 
glad to ſee me enter thoſe everlaſting doors; 
but I remember, as you have often been 
pleaſed to tell me, ill wiſhes are powerleſs 
things; ſo his Baronetihip may with, and 
welcome, all the evil he can wiſh me, IL 
ſhall not be one jot the worſe for it. 


Dr vus1LLA was vaſtly amuſed by the hair 
dreſſers and cooks with which Paris abounds; 
for one would think theſe people, ſaid ſhe, 
had no other buſineſs in life than to eat and 
to dreſs; why, bath itſelf muſt be a fool to 

it, 


- 
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it, over- ran, as I am told it is, by turn-ſpits 
in the dog days. 


Drvus1L1 a told her Lady, that on paſſing 
a convent ſhe was always ſeized with an 
ague fit; for they are only ſo many tombs, 
ſaid ſhe, where poor people are buried 
alive, and God keep us out of them forever, 
Amen, cried Roſina, I ſay to that. 


- Dennan, finding he gained no ground, 
and that Levet appeared to have no imme- 


diate deſign beyond diverting himſelf at Pa- 


ris, wrote touhis father and Major Jones' 
ſome deſperate game became neceſſary (in 
conſequence of Levet's altered meaſures) 
he would not attempt to ſtrike one impor- 
tant ſtroke until he heard their pleaſure. 


ramuy ror mitructions, attrming, that unleſs 
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AN UNEXPECTED LOSS. 


V artovs were the opinions this account 
produced at Daviſon-Hall, to which place 
the Major and his friends were returned 
on his perfect recovery at Bath. 


Mus. WEIL O was for humbly adviſing, 


for life, for ſhe underſtood the Baſtile, 


though next to an impoſſibility to quit, was 
by no means a difficult place to enter. 


a” Major Jox Es was for ſending him on 
board a man of war, where his delicacy 
would be put to hard ſhifts, and his cowar- 
dice expoſed and puniſhed. 


i Mzs. Davison owned ſhe wiſhed him 
TAP deprived 


for the ſafety and welfare of ſociety, that 
Mr. Levet ſhould be ſhut up in the Baſtile 
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deprived of is liberty. as that appeared to 
her the only means to prevent his being 
miſchievous, but as for the Baſtile jhe 
thought it an unfit place, as the example 
of his repentance, if he could be once 
brought to repent, was a benefit, that, by 
ſuch a diſpoſition of kia, woyld be loſt ts 
mankind. 


Davison was for the moſt violent, 
ſpeedy, and effectual meaſure, he ſaid, of 
ridding the community of a reproach 
and a poiſon, and therefore promoted Mrs. 
Wellon's ſuggeſtion, pronouncing it the 
wiſeſt he had heard from the whole com- 


pany. 


Wurar ſay you, cried the Major, inſtead 
of a Welch tour, to making a viſit to the 
Continent; we are a group of individuals 
that have no local fetters, and I cannot 
have an idea of a higher pleaſure than ta- 
king theſe poor girls under our protection 
by 3 and ſtriking the villain into 


conviction 
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vonviction that both heaven and earth ab- 
hor his wickedneſs, aud will tolerate it no 
longer. 


AGREED, and agreed was the general 
voice; and the Major perceiving Mrs. Wel- 
lon's countenance change, aſked her which 
was her wiſh, to join in the expedition, or 
to be left behind. Her choice, which was 
to have the honour of accompanying them 
wherever they went, was ſoon made known, 
and it was reſolved Edward Denham's let- 
ter ſhould alone be anſwered in perſon, 

Bur when all things were in readineſs, 
and that the next morning's ſun was to have 
beheld their commenced journey, -what 
ſhould happen, but the arrival of an ex- 
preſs to tell them Lord Paiſley was no 
more. One of his gay viſitors having pre- 
vailed upon him to take an airing (which 
he had declined d ing for many years) in a 
high phaeton, a ſudden ſhock againſt the 
pillar of the avenue gate threw his Lord- 

ſhip- 
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ſhip out, and, pitching on an iron paliſado, 
he was killed on the 8 


Major jJoxks was greatly affected at 
the news. Alife ſo blamable, and a death ſo 
inſtantaneous was awful, he ſaid, and be- 
yond meaſure deplorable. Mrs. Daviſon 
relieved herſelf by tears. Mr. Denham and 
Daviſon ſtood in fixed aſtoniſhment. And 
Mrs. Wellon, recovering the thunder clap 
the news had been to her feelings, very 


calmly obſerved that the will of Providence 


was not to be reſiſted. 


Tux journey to Paris was now laid aſide; 
-as, inſtead of farther ſtratagem and intrigue 
for defeating the wiles practiced againſt 
Roſina's ſafety, under the ſanction of the 
paternal authority, it was ſufficient for the 
Major, in the united character of uncle and 
guardian to the young Lady, to deſpatch 
Mr. Denham to demand her from the prieſt, 
and convey her immediately to England. 


ON 
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Os fearching bis Lordſhip's cabinet no 


will whatever was found; the Mayor of 


courſe had the regulation of every thing; 
and the ſmooth-tongued Maitland, who ne- 
ver loſt fight of her own intereſt, hoped 
his new honour would not forget how ſer- 
viceable her child had proved to her young 
Lady, and believe, that whatever was wrong 
in the family was in no degree her fault, or 
with her participation; for that ſhe had con- 
fined herſelf entirely to the offices of her 


tation: and as his Lordſhip was juſt and 


good to her, ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould not be 
condemned becauſe unaccuſtomed to pry 
into his private concerns. 


Major JoxEs admitted, though he was 
not deceived by her plea, for true it was, 
that however th: m:ther was diſapprov- 
able, the daughter had claims to conſidera- 
tion. He therefore continued her falary 
to her for life, and permitted her to furniſh 
a diſtant lodge in the park with articles 
from the houle of her deceaſed maſter, there 
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to remain ſo long as ſhe found ſt agreeable 
to her. 

As to the reſt of the ſervants, except the 
footman of worthy mention, they were all 
{wept off the premiſes as ſo many nuiſances; 
which footman, on being aſked and urged 
to ſpeak his wiſhes of future proviſion, and 
| ſpeak them freely, beſought the Major (for 
that genleman diſdained to aſſume a diſ- 
graced and diſhonoured title for ſeveral 


receding generations) to make him one | 
8 8 


of his gamekeepers, which was, he ſaid, the 
utmoſt height of his ambition; a requeſt 
that was complied with on the inſtant, with 
an annuity annexed of forty pounds a year 
to him and his heirs for ever. 


Mas. MariTianpd made many forward 
overtures towards an acquaintance with 
Mrs. Wellon, as a ſiſter houſe-keeper, which 
the Major perceiving, ſoon let her know 
her miſtake. Mrs. Wellon, he ſaid, was a 
 gentlewoman, and in a moſt particular man- 
ner 


THY 
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ner, from her friendſhip for him and his, in- 


titled to a gentle woman's ſituation and pro- 


viſion. He therefore, in the preſence. of 


Maitland, gave her a deed for a hundred 
pounds a year, and the unlimited privilege 
of reſidence at his reſpective ſeats, accor- 


ding tb her own choice and inclination; toge- 


ther, moreover, witha bank note for five hun- 
dred pounds, that ſhe might amuſe herſelf, the 
Major ſaid, with leaving a few little tokens 
of remembrance to thoſe ſhe wiſhed, when, 


where, or however otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed, 


than by her good opinion and friendſhip. 


A LETTER now arrived from Mr. Den- 
-ham ſenior, to inform them that the packet 
in which he embarked had been nearly pe- 
riſhing in a ſtorm, inſomuch, that after fight- 
Ing it out by every att of toil and deſpera- 
tion, they were obliged to make Havre de 
Grace, where he lay ill of a ſevere cold and 
the fright, which would oblige him, he was 
apprehenſive, to give up the proſecution of 
his journey for at leaſt a few days, 
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Tur Major and his family were much 
alarmed by this circumſtance, 'as Edward 
Denham had not wrote according to their 
expectations; which Joſeph Holland the 
gamekeeper oblerving, offered his ſervice, 
and was joyfully deputed to carry the Ma- 
jor's commands to Paris, as he was known 
to be both an honeſt and a well-judging man. 


Ax p thus was a ſecond ſpecial meſſen- 
ger deſpatched in queſt of the fugitives; yet, 
by one fatality or other, was no intelligence 
obtained; inſomuch, that Mr. Daviſon de- 
clared, if a happy period was not put to their 
ſuſpence the enſuing day, he would himſelf 
make them a viſit. A reſolution the Ma- 
jor and Mrs. Wellon applauded, but Jemi- 
ma ſighed and was ſilent. 


Lr us then, ſaid the Major, as it is ap- 
parent our opinions do not altogether con- 
cur on this occaſion, let us, as I firſt pro- 
' poſed, make a family party of it. Wellon, 
I tee plainly, has an uch for gadding, and 

Jemima's 
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Jemimaẽ's eyes tell me ſhe has no diſinclina- 


tion to the journey under the auſpices of 
her dearly beloved huſband, but what an 
unfaſhionable creature ſhe muſt be to con- 


ceive every company incomplete without 


her cara ſpoſa is at the head of it. 


Davison ſaid he was ready implicity to 


| comply with the Major's deſires, though he 
thought it his duty to aſk if, as there were 


two great roads between Calais and Paris, 
it was not poſſible they might miſs of Roſi- 
na, and defeat their own deſigns. 


Nor, the Major replied, if a courier was 
deſpatched with proper inſtructions the 
road they did not travel, and a place of ge- 
neral rendez vous appointed. 


Davisown then begged pardon for ſay. 
ing women were to his mind incumbrances 
in journies of buſtneſs, and that therefore 


jemima and Mrs. Wellon would be much 


better at home. 
L H 2 TEMIMA 
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Jemima bluſhed, and was well aware of 
his motive for ſetting up this bar againſt 
her; but proteſted it was all a miſtake, and 
that ſhe had no inconvenience whatever to 
fear, either from ſea ſickneſs or the little 
fatigue people encountered who had the 
way ſmoothed before them, as the Mayor's 


liberality would render hers. 


Ms. WEtLLox ſupported Temima's aſ- 
ſertion; and in ſhort the Major laughing, 
told Daviſon that he clearly diſcovered 
they muſt either take the women with them, 
or agree to ſtay at home themſelves. It was 
therefore carried all to nothing in favour o 
the journey, and Mrs. Wellon ſecretly re- 

Joiced that an opportunity at length offer- 

ed for her ſeeing a country ſhe had long 

wiſhed (from the natural curiofity of her 
temper, though hopeleſsly) to lee. 

Tu v all ſet off in high ſpirits for Dove 
and the wind being fair, without having 
moment's time to view the antiquities « 

th 
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the place (as Mrs. Wellon would gladly. 
have done) embarked the ſucceeding; hour. 


to their arrival. 


Mxs. W:zLLoON, who had never been at 
ſea before, was ſo alarmed at the deadly 
ſickneſs, as ſhe called it, with which ſhe 
was ſeized, that ſhe would have given 
worlds to be on ſhore, 


War had I to do, unhappy woman as 
I am, cried ſhe, (unleſs it had beea by my 


ever honoured maſter's particular deſire) 


at my time of life, with viſiting ſoreign 
countries. If theſe are the joys of travel- 
lers, may I only once be reſtored ſafe to 
Daviſon Hall, and I will never more quit 
it to ſee ſights. For, O Madam! ſaid, ſhe, 


addreſſing Mrs. Daviſon, my conſcience 
accuſes me with having much more of ſelf— 
gratification than of Miſs Roſina's welfare 
at heart, when I fo boldly puſhed my little 
in{luence in promotion of this dangerous 

H 3 


voyage; 
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voyage; and we ſhall all, I verily believe, 
g0 to the bottom. | 


Warar! ina calm, ſaid the Major, that 
would be wonderful indeed. And is it thus, 


Mrs. Wellon, you keep up Jemima's ſpirits; 


the purpoſe for which I thought you had 
had the goodneſs to accompany us? 


Ir I have diſobliged yau, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
by my fooliſh behaviour, could I periſh 
alone, it would be mercy to my feelings. 


THz woman is frantic, ſaid the Major 


laughing. When pray, Mrs. Wiſeacre, did 
I aſk more of you than you was able to per- 
ſorm; ſickneſs and fear, you filly body, are 


not dependant upon the will, and can- 


not therefore offend the moſt delp6tic 
Prince. ; 


Tn1s new ſpeech had the deſired ſucceſs, 
and Mrs. Welton revived; but, to the great 
entertainment of the ſailors, was wow her 
knees 
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knees every capful of wind that blew, to 


implore the protection of heaven for Ma- 


Jor Jones and his children, whatever might 
be her wretched fate. 

Wuzn they reached Calais, the tide, as 
it Is uſually contrived, was ſpent, and they 
were obliged to be carried to ſhore on men's 
ſhoulders. __Poor Mrs. Wellon, in this ſtate 
of conveyance, from the terror of her heart, 


and the lightneſs of her head, had the miſ- 


fortune to be well ſouſed; and, finding ſhe 
muſt fall, clung to the fellow whoſe ſhoul- 
ders ſhe was upon with ſo ſudden a jerk, 


that he loſt his foot-hold, and they were 


both of them inviſible for at leaſt a ſecond. - 


Tux Major tried to give the accident 
an air of mirth to Jemima, but unluckily 
without effect. She was thrown, by her 


fright, into an alarming indiſpoſition, and 


when conveyed to the hotel, the very evil 
her huſband would have tenderly guarded 
H 4 againſt, 
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againſt took place, and there was no pro- 
ceeding until ſhe was out of danger. 

Ms. WEIIOx would never be prevail. 
ed upon to leave her apartment, declaring 
if ſhe died ſhe: ſhould deennherſfelf her mur- 
derer; nor could even the Major himſelf 
bring her to reaſon or compoſure. | 


Ina few days, however, ſhe was relieved. 
Mrs. Daviſon was able to ſit up, and, by the 
end of the week, (during all which period no 

letters. were received by them, and Roſina 
and her friends were in conſequence there- 
of concluded, in deſpite of all their care and 
caution, to be gone to England;)'ſhe was 
pronounced perfectly reſtored, and at li- 
berty to purſue her journey. 


Davis o hinted her return, but the Ma- 
jor put in his proteſt, ſhe ſhall never croſs 


the ocean, ſaid he, without us; we will 
have one deſtiny, and either reviſit England 


late and ſound, or periſh together. 
Mrs, 
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Ms. Davison's health reſtored, the 


general cheerfulneſs was reſtored allo; and 


the Major was highly entertained by the 
awkwardneſs of Wellon, who, though ſhe 
had learned French, as it is called, at an 
Engliſh boarding ſchool, was utterly inca— 
pable of underſtanding the jabber, ſhe phra- 
{ed it, of the natives of France. If they 
would but talk diſtinètly, ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
not be at ſuch aloſs; though the Major 
vowed her. beſt attempts at ſpeaking. the 


language muſt be juſt as intelligent to them. 


as if ſhe had addreſſed them in Welch. 
Tr1s, together with her whimſical re- 
marks upon the dreſs, manners, &c. &c. of 


every one ſhe met with, created ſo much 


pleaſantry, that the Major ſaid it made am- 
ple amends for all the terror ſhe had occa- 
ſioned them (except the loſs of his grandſon) 
and that the journey would have been no- 
thing without her. But above all the reſt, 
at length, ſo ridiculous an idea did ſhe im- 
bibe from the tinkling of the college bells 

1 wherever 
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wherever ſhe came, and the crowd of friars 
ſhe was continually encountering, that ſhe 
ſuſpected all thoſe who looked at her were 


going to drag her into a convent, never to 
eſcape from thence ſo long as ſhe lived. 


Ser your heart at reſt, my good Wellon, 
ſaid the Major, youth and beauty, I grant 


you, have proved temptations to outrage in 


theſe ſons of the Church. — Ah, poor poor 
_ Miſs Roſina, cried Wellon! — But, con- 
tinued the Major, I believe there is not one 
inſtance on record where an elderly gentle- 
woman unendowed with wealth was ever 
violently compelled to paſs her days within 
the walls of a convent. | | 


I BEG your pardon, Sir, replied Mrs. 
Wellon, malice and revenge have gone 


as far as that; and I am fully perſuaded, 


that if the wicked Mr. Levet knew I was 
ſo near him, and to what exceſs ſhutting me 
up would puniſh me, I ſhould be clapped 
into 


* — — 6 
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into one of theſe ſtrong holds without 
judge or jury, though he himſelf was even 


forced to pay for my melancholy main- 


tenance. 


f 


BEING once more ſet off on their friend- 


ly expedition, and that with fair and pro- 


miſing proſpe&s, they began to amuſe them- 
ſelves with plots reſpe&ing their mode of 
introduction to the prieſt, and of delightful 
rencounter with Roſina. | 


Ros ix A, the Major inſiſted upon it, 
ſhould be left ſolely to the gentle Jemima's 
care; that Mrs. Wellon ſhould take Drufil- 
la under her protection; whilſt himſelf and 
Daviſon ſettled accounts with Levet. 


Ap here Jemima begged leave to throw 


im a word; that Levet deſerves neither leni- 


ty nor mercy, ſaid ſhe, I acknowledge, ne- 
vertheleſs, any meaſure that would directly 


or indiredly, by endangering his life en- 
H 6 danger 
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ape are on every worthy mind. 
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at all points. He ſhall be detected, expo- 
ſed, and ſcorned as he deſerves, but the 
tenderneſs and morality of your admoni- 
tion ſhall be attended to; for no man living 
can be worſe qualified to appear in the pre- 
ſence of his creator than ſo practiſed and 


hardened a villain. 


Tux Baſtile, Mrs. Wellon again affirmed, 
was the moſt eligible diſpoſition of him, for 
that he would there have time to repent, 
whilſt he was rendered incapable of com- 


mitting new offences. 


I converſations ſuch as theſe did they 


endeavour to Joſe their apprehenſions for 
Roſina's ſafety ;., but, in proportion as they 


had lulled their apprehenſion to ſleep was 
their diſmay, when, on arriving at Paris, they 
could obtain no ſatisfactory account of her. 
THREE 


ann alſo, muſt entail aA 


TunkE men, it was ſaid by the people 


of the hotel where ſhe had reſided, contri- 


ved to convey her away, but whither, or 
for what purpoſe, they were wholly ignorant, 


or with or without her own conſent. 


- Davison inſiſted upon it, that the police 
was too happy a regulation in France for 
them to be in danger of ſeeking, without ob- 
taining information; but he hved to con- 
feſs there was a prevailing influence, and a 
myſterious chicane practicable in even this 
happily regulated kingdom, that could elude 
the ſcrutiny, and arreſt the arm of juſtice; 
no one could be brought to own they were 
acquainted with a ſingle iota of the tranſ- 
action; and theſe worthy travellers were 
obliged to ſubmit to circumſtances they had 
not foreſeen, and, as the ult:matum of their 


hopes, turn their inquiries to poor old En- 


gland. 


Mrs. WELLoON ſaid, the artful and the 


vain might commend France as much as 


they 
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they pleaſed, but, for her part, ſhe thought 
it a ſhocking place, and never defired to 
ſee it more. | 


AN p thus do people make themſelves the 
meaſure of all things; and, becauſe diſap- 
pointed in their immmediate wiſhes or pro- 
bable expeCtancies, condemn a kingdom at 
large, and circulate their prejudices for 


goſpel truths, to the utmoſt verge of their 


intercourſe and connections. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


C ' $OME NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS. 

* | | * 
III is time, however, to explain the cauſe 1 
xt of this party's diſtreſs and diſappointment. i 
Jr | : | i 
15 | ; | 74 
ir LEVET, whoſe heart and ſoul was bent 1 
upon evil, took a moſt effe ctual method to 9 
advance his embryo purpoſes. f 

hi 
HE had unlimited credit on one of the 111 


firſt banking houſes in Paris, and having a 
kind of remote idea that the Church of 
Rome, when his career of gay purſuits was 
finiſned, muſt become his final aſſylum, 
thought it might be prudent to gain a few 
friends therein by his liberal donations, on 
this his unhoped for viſit to Paris. 


— — — 


— 


AND with a friar of ſolemn exterior, but 
corrupt heart, did he form an almoſt inſtanta- 
neous 
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neous conne d ion. Sympathy pointed them 


out to each other; and as Levet, in confor- 


mity to Saint Paul's rules, choſe to make 
himſelf all things to all men, he firſt held 
religious controverſies, next confeſſed con- 
ſcientious qualms in conſequence of thoſe 
controverſies, and at length, though private- 
ly, wound up his hypocriſy, by abjuring the 
proteſtant faith, and pledging himſelf for the 
converſion of the young Lady, whoſe guar- 
dian he announced himſelf to be. 


Sux is, ſaid Levet, the only daughter of 
a Britiſh nobleman; but, from matrimonial 
diſcontent, bred at a diſtance from him, and 
therefore little paternal or filial affetion 
ſubſiſts between them. But this will not 
leſſen, added he, the advantages of her re- 
nouncing the world to whatever convent 
ſhe may be perſuaded to make choice of; 
for ſhe has a ſettled and unalterable inhe- 
ritance with which to endow it, and proba- 
ble dependance for large ſums on an uncle 
who 


th 
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who is ob; at leaſt a hundred and liſty 
thouſand pOu ds; . | . : 


- 
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Bur mill not ther companion ach become - 


a ann demanded the friar ? 1 A4 

Hu companion. 3 Lever 1s only? 
her ſervant, a low, pert, miſchievous huſly, 
and would deſtroy the morals of a whole 


ſiſterhood; ſhe ſhall be otherwiſe diſpoſed 


of. And thus he went on, feeling for 


ground, until he ſhould find his foot. ſo 
firm as to encourage him to open his moſt 
ſeeret deſignings on the friar's knowledge. 


1 


of ear and memory; and, mixing in a much 
greater degree than her young Lady, with 
the French, ſoon acquired a wonderful fa- 


cility in underſtanding what ſhe called their 


grimaces, and interpreting their conver- 
lation. 


LV ET and his friend the frins had their 
frequent, 


Davsiiia had a ſurpriſing quickneſs 
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frequent, though private conferences, and? 
this arch girl's curiofity, if not her ſuſpi- 
cions were excited. She believed Sir Peter 
eapable of any dirty work, and could not 
bring herſelf to judge favourably: of a ſet; 
of men whoſe manners and ee dif- 


n her. 
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BESsID ES, young and tired as ſhe 
was, ſhe could not at times but think it 
ſtrange, as Lord Paiſley had commanded 
his daughter to be placed in a nunnery for 
education, together with herſelf that daugh- 
tcr's attendant, that they ſhould be kept by: 
Sir Peter Ferguſon at a hotel in company 
with a queer looking Frenchman (Edward 
Denham) whoſe keen eye was here, there, 
and every where at once, and ſhe ſhould 
not be ſurpriſed if it ended in his ſnapping 


up ber young Lad. 
* WV 


Suk moreover obſerved that Sir ated 
was fond of Roſina himſelf, for that when- 
ever the Frenchman was abſent, or that-he 
thought 


eter 
len- 


the 
ught 
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thought no one minded him, he would con- 


trive to touch, though without taking her 
hand; would place her ringlets right on her 
ſhoulder, and always fit between her and 
the Frenchman at table; in a word, ſo great 
was her diſlike to Denham, from his diſguiſe, 
that ſhe wiſhed him hanged, drowned, any 
where, every where, but where he perpe- 


tually, like old nick, ſhe ſaid, would be at 


their elbow, nor 'was her averſion to Sir 
Peter much ſuperior to what ſhe felt for 


him. 


| Lever, having unfolded himſelf by ſlow - 


degrees to the holy man, his friend, became 


at laſt fo bold as to tell him, that as he well 


Iknew a ſinner made the beſt of ſaints, he 
muſt beg leave to accompliſh his own views 


firſt, then the church ſhould poſſeſs him 
wholly; and my plan, continued he, 1s 
this. 


I navs authority from my Lord, her 
father, to make my ward, his daughter, a 
convert, 


— 
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conv ein the courſe of her education; 
if ſhe is not difinclined; but that a& 
would neither anſwer your purpoſes nor 
mine; therefore, could I but convey her to 
a place of profound privacy for a week or. 
ſo, his Lordſhip might be given to under- 


ſtand ſhe was diſqualified, by the outrage of 


perſons unknown, for appearing in the great 
world, or contracting a marriage with a man 
of rank, and he would never take the trou- 
ble to. inquire into the matter, and was 
therefore become deſirous to hide her grief 
and her diſgrace in the faithful and compal:- 
ſionate bolom of a convent.. 


Tas was clue ſufficient for the friar, 
he told him of a ſituation ſo well adapted 


to deeds of darkneſs, that the enemy of 
mankind, if he had turned architect, could 
not have produced a better; and it had, 


moreover, the recommendations of being 


near at hand, the avenues to it open, the 
gate unbarred, and nothing more requiſite 
than to arrive and take poſſeſſion of it; for 

| that, 
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that, to ſum up the whole of its merits, it 


belonged to one of the brotherhood. was 
ſacred to pious contemplation and pious 
penance, and of courſe ſecure from all hu- 
man interruption, when devoted to the ſer- 
vice of a friend. - 8 


Lever was in raptures, and determined 
to follow up his good fortune. The friar, 


to complete his good-natured, offices, pro- 
miſed to give him his perſonal guidance 


and aſſiſtance on the ſlighteſt intimation. 


DRUs LILA was lively, active, and pry- 
ing; Mr. Levet, ſecure and unalarmed; in- 
ſomuch that ſhe gathered up an imperfect 
item of a deſigu forming by Sir Peter and 
his midnight counſellor, of carrying off 
Roſina, and leaving ber behind with the 
eager- eyed Frenchman; and was prepared, 
with all her powers, to defeat it. She was 


well aware of her young Lady's inability 


to do ought, and fearful of Levet's diſco- 
vering, from her timidity, that ſhe was 
alarmed; 
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alarmed ; ſhe therefore reſolved to keep 
her opinions cloſe locked up in her own 
breaſt, and to fight i it out as en as the 


4 MI TP 


could. 


Lever offered tickets for the play, the 
opera — She refuſed accepting them. He 
was angry — but ſhe was unmoved. She 
had had a frightful dream, ſhe ſaid, as how 
that her dear young Lady was tumbled in- 
to a deep pit, and ſhe would never leave or 
forſake her; and let come what would come, 
they woule both go IO. 


T. 


luck was at his wit's end, and begged 


the Frenchman would draw her off for a 


ſew hours; as to tell you the truth, ſaid he, 
I have ſome affairs to regulate I wiſh may 
eſcape her impertinent obſervation. 


'Dzxnnam promiſed to do his beſt to 
oblige him; but, ſaid he, it is evident I do 
not ſtand well with the young gipſey; can 

| | you 
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you teach me how to recommend * 
to favour. b 


Snx is all caprice and inquifitivenefs, 
replied Levet, and croſſes me like any evil 
genius at every angle; I therefore do be- 
lieve, unleſs you can rid me of her, I ſhall 
be provoked to take ſome more violent 
method, 


un wid ſcared. I have ſo little 


knowledge of your Engliſh \ cuſtoms, ſaid 


he, that I ain at a loſs how to att; Engliſh 
women are free, and without doubt great 
politicians. And my countryman Marmon- 
tel obſerves, that even a French girl, of 


ſixteen, if ſhe has but a little perſonality, is 


a Machiavel. Druſilla, though no beauty, is 
a very pleaiing creature, and would have a 
hoſt of men at her devotion in every French 
town ſhe paſſes through, on an appeal for 
protection; for gallantry, you well know, is 
the religion of a Frenchman; it would be 


in vain to combat a national and heredita- 


77 
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ry ſpring of action, for no defiles of diffi- 
cu'ty or danger would on ſuch an occaſion 
retard their warmeſt ſervices. I may win 
her if I, can, I dare not attempt to conſtrain 
her; this Edward faid, (trembling for the 
ſafety of Druſilla, ) as a hint for the prieſt, 
Leevet, though he thought highly of the 
young Frenchman, could not bring himſelt 
to truſt him, but turned his thoughts to an 
expedient that bid fair for ſucceſs in the 
natural courle of events. Io 28:25 


IAP 
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CHAPTER xIV. 
A BOLD 1 


Tu E miſtreſs of the hotel, a very fine lady 
and a ſpecious artful woman, was reported 
to be taken ſuddenly ill, at a late hour; and 
this too, after ſo fatiguing a day, from an 
unexpeded flow of company, that not a 
{ſervant in the houſe could keep their eyes 
open to attend her, My Lord Anglois, 
alias Sir Peter Ferguſon, alias. Mr. Levet, 


was therefore applied to, in the moſt earneſt 


and touching manner, to prevail upon the 
ſweet Engliſh Lady to permit her little 
waiting maid to fit up by her for a few 
hours, 


Ros1na's humanity was intereſted, and 
her ſelf-apprehenſions ſuſpended. She gave 
her willing conſent; but Druſilla, who fan- 
cied ſhe could tranſlate Sir Peter's looks, 

vor. 11. 1 did 
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did not happen to like the turn of them àt 
that inſtant, and replied, that ſne thought 
her - Young Lady's ſafety of more conſe- 
quence than the lives of a thouſand French- 
women; and that ſhe would not paſs a 
midnight hour out of her chamber for any 
one. 


IL EVET aſked Roſina if ſhe was tame 
enough to ſubmit to ſuch inſolence from a 
trumpery girl: and poor Roſina being ſo 
unfortunate as to think her wrong, yielded 
to the arguments of the prieſt and her own 
good nature, and commanded her to do as 
ſhe was required. 


DExNnam was gone to bed with a fit of 
the toothach; but Druſilla privily reſolving 
to ſet a watch in her abſence, if ſhe had 
died lor it, ſhe ſaid, found means artfully to 
knock at his door, and, in a low whiſper 
and disjointed French, beſought him to 
liſten to her Lady; for, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
i he loves her, he will not let Sir Peter do 

her 
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her any harm, and if he is honeſt, he will 
do her good for honeſty's ſake. 


DENHAM, who had fallen into a profound 
ſleep, being thus awakened, was thrown 
/ quite off his guard; and, calling her by her 
g name, to her utter aſtoniſhment, aſked her, 
in as plain Engliſh as ſhe had ever heard in 

her life, what was the matter, and where- 
fore ſhe left her Lady alone. | 


HEAVEN defend us, cried Drufilla; have 
I got to deal with a conjuror! I came to a 
Frenchman, but find an Engliſhman! I 
ſhall die with fright, for no good ever yet 
came of dealing with the devil. 


BE careful what you ſay, returned Den- 
ham; I am a friend of your Lady's, an Eng- 
Iſh friend, diſguiſed for the purpoſe of 
ſerving both her and you, in an hour of 
need, | | 


had 


ily to 
üſper 
m tO 
erſelf, 
er do 


her 


Tux will I be put to death, ſaid Dru- 
= ſilla, 


— 
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ſilla, if you are not: the good, dear Mr. 

Denham: fool that I was, not to find you 

out ſooner. Ay, ay, with all your wiſdom, 

9 Sir, I can now recall a million of little ſlips 

| * that would have betrayed you to me, if my 
head had not been totally ſtupified. So 

let's talk no more of it; but watch and pray, 
for all the imps of. darkneſs are abroad; and 
I am going to ſit up with a Frenchwoman 
who is no more ſick than I am, and my Lady 
is left by herſelf, with God's good pro- 
vidence only for her protection. 


1 am up, cried Denham, dreſſed, and my 
ears ſhall be open to every ſound, So, car- 
ry on the deception, my, good Druſilla, and 
let us find out what the villain would be at; 
for well do I know him for an atrocious, 
a flinty-hearted villain. And away tripped 
Druſilla, all life and joy at her diſcovery. 


Tux Frenchwoman pretended to be vio- 
lently ill, and kept Druſilla conſtantly em- 
ployed, now warming ſome flop or other 

| "2 


1E MI M A, 173 


for her, and then ſmoothing her pillow; this 
moment at her head, the next at her feet; 
for the very purpoſe, the diſtreſſed girl's 
mind told her, to prevent her attention elſe- 
where. "FM 

Levet, when all was ready, drawing an 
uriperceived bolt on the outſide of his 
French friend's chamber door, (put on that 


very afternoon) cried murder, thieves, 
murder, thieves, but much rather in a low 


hollow voice, than with the vociferation 
uſual on ſuch alarms. And ruſhing with 
this cry into Roſina's apartment, through a 
pannel looſened for his admiſſion, caught 


her up in his arms all terrified as ſhe was, 


and, throwing a cloak around her, had con- 
veyed her to the foot of the ſtairs, before 
the diſtratted Denham could force the door 
of his room open, to give her aſliſtance. 


Dxvs11tLa,whoſe ſelf-created fears would 
not permit her to ſleep, on the outcry 
of murder, thieves, was bid by the ſick 

„ Frenchwoman 
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| Frenchwoman to bar the entrance to. their t 
apartment, and then, ſaid ſhe, we ſhall be 

ſafe, for no human power can break through 0 
to hurt us. 


Yes, ſaid Druſilla, I ſhall bolt myſelf in 
with you and leave my dear Lady to ſhift 
for herſelf! that may be your fine cuſtom 
in France, but we Engliſh people never 
lorſake our friends and benefaQors in time 
of peril. This ſhe ſaid while ſhe was getting 
hezſelf diſengaged from flops. and: ſtools, 
aud fifty impediments, which, till then un- 
oblerved by her, ſtood in her paſſage out. 
And the woman in bed, not underſtanding 
Engliſh, ſuppoſing ſhe was thanking her 
for her care of her, while ſhe was reviling 
her and making her. way out as faſt as ſhe 
could, inſtead of laying hold of her (as 
ſhe would otherwife have done) and de- 
taining her by force, only lifted up her 
head to behold her out of her reach, and. 
purſuing her Lady, with cries, into the hall. 
Here Denham and. Levet were ſtruggling, 
the 


* 
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the one to preſerve, the other to bear away 
the now lifeleſs prize; for Roſina had 
diſcovered her danger, and was ſwooned 
away in Levet's arms: a ſtruggle that would 
ſoon have been over, but from the fear 
each was under of wounding the Lady for 
whom they were contending. 


Bur before Druſilla (as Denham's auxi- 
liary) could turn the ſcale in his favour, 


the door, that ſtood ajar into the ſtreet, was 


puſhed at by a man, who no ſooner put in 
his head, than the quick-eyed girl, by the 
glimmering of a lamp, (the candles being 
all dexterouſly extinguiſhed) knew him to 
be Joſeph Holland, the footman of Lord 
Paiſley; whoſe powers united with Denham's, 
for the diſtreſs told itſelf, preſently extri- 
cated the reviving Roſina, from Levet's 
poſſeſſion, and felled him at her feet. 


Tux maſter of the hotel now thought it 
decent to come forth; and was all aſtoniſh- 


ment and concern. He never, he ſaid, had 


I 4 any 
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any diſorder in his houſe before, and in: 
treated the confuſion might ceaſe, in pity to 
the reputation of an innocent and deceived 
man, whole reputation was the only fence 


between him and ruin, and whoſe wife he 
believed was in the agonies of death. 


DExnam had his reaſons for acquieſcing 
with this requeſt; and it was ſettled that 
Roſi na and her faithful Druſilla ſhould re- 
turn to bed, and if poſſible to repoſe, until 
morning, with Joſeph Holland at their 
chamber door to guard them. 


Rosi faid ſhe could not attempt to 
compoſe herſelf until the miracle of her de- 
liverance was explained to her. And on 
diſcovering that the Frenchman, ſo long 
the object of her diſlike, was no other than 
the noble and amiable Edward Denham, 
her joy was near producing the fame ef- 
ect her fears had done; but ſhe relieved 
herſelf Ars ſhedding tears. 


NEVER; 
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Nzvzr, perhaps, was ſituation more 
critical than this of Roſi na, for the kind 
and holy father was at hand ready to aſſiſt 
his new convert; but had retired on the 
appearance of a man, not being prepar- 


ed for deeds of death, as every care had 
been taken to prevent interruption. And 
thus did the good genius of Roſina, in the 


moment of extremity, interpoſe, in the per- 


ſon of the gamekeeper, who, with all his 


diligence, was but juſt arrived in France. 


And, on finding all was over, the friar ſe- 


cured his own retreat, and rejoiced he could 
effect it without detection. 


Nor would it, it is believed, be to miſ- 
repreſent facts, if it was added that the maſ- 
ter of the hotel had a like active and inte- 
reſted concern in the attempt; but as it is 
well known, that on the Continent, to in- 
trigue under the ſanction of the church 


(with a few exceptions) is to intrigue ſafely 


and fuecelsfully, his part required only a 
calm and plauſible demeanour, a perſuaſive 
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addreſs, and an air of innocence, to _ 
form it with a good grace. 


Nor that this account is in any degree 
intended as a' general ſtigma, for, though 
the church of Rome has its Levets, its 
wolves in ſheep's clothing, it has its faith- 
ful and pious votaries alſo; men who have- 
died to ſeal the ſincerity of their religious 
profeſſions with their blood, and whoſe 
lives have been as exemplary as their doc- 
trines were pure, and evinced them the 
true ſervants of Heaven, and. friends of 
mankind. 


Warn the morning arrived, the maitre 
d' hotel renewed his petition, that his houſe 
might not be expoſed; intreating them to 
remember in his favour, that no intrigue or 
violence had bcen attempted under his roof 
until over fatigue, and too much vine, he 
was afraid, had locked up his ſervants” . 
ſenſes. and the hand of diſeaſe had fallen 
heavy upon his wile; and that in return for 


the 
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the lenity, the graciouſneſs he ſolicited, he 


would render the Lady and her friends 
every ſervice in his power. 


DENHABI, aware of the ingenuity and 
the venom of ſlander, and having, on the 
inſtant of Roſina's deliverance, felt his de- 
licacy wounded by the idea of a tale's get- 
ting into circulation to the diſhonour of 
her he loved, (for it would have been to 

little purpoſe, in the ill- natured part of the 
world's opinion, that he was witneſs to her 
being ſpotleſs as angels,) was deſirous of 
leaving France as privately as poſſible; and 
therefore accepted the ſubmiſſion of the 
man (whom he nevertheleſs ſuſpetted of be- 
ing guilty) for an atonement ofunaccompliſh- 
ed miſchief. And having deſpatched a let- 
ter to Major Jones and his father, to inform 
them he was on his return; as alſo to Lord 
Paiſley, with a general account of what had 
happened, he preferred going. down the 
Seine, &c. to Oſtend, and from thence 
embarking for England, to every other 
. mode 


- 
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mode of travelling on that occaſion; brings 

ing Levet with him, a kind of voluntary 
priſoner, to be proceeded againſt as Lord 
Paiſley and the Major might e beſt. 


Tu ceremonials of voyaging, &c. were 
accordingly obſerved by him; and, after 
having been detained ſour days at Oſtend 


hy contrary winds, they were all at length 
ſafely landed on the Britiſh coaſt. 


AND thus effeQually: were the prieſt's 
views broken off and diſappointed; for he 
had flattered himſelf, it would always be 
in his power, as a laſt ſtake, to enter ſome 
devout brotherhood. But then, he looked 
forward to a length of iniquity, which in- 
cluded his revenge upon Roſina for deſpiſ- 
mg his tender overtures when only a cottage- 
e and the gratification of his long- 
cheriſhed love for jemima. And ſuch an 
adept did he conceive himſelf to be in the 


ſcience of deceit, that, Proteus like, he had 


only to allume a new ſhape, to. clude the 
moſh 
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moſt penetrating obſervation, and throw 
the moſt guarded mind off its centre. As 
it proved, however, he had greatly miſeal- 
culated his deſtiny: the thread was ſpun too 
fine to hold longer together; and, ſnapping 
ſhort in Edward Denham's hands, ſhut in 
his gilded proſpetts at once, and levelled 


his towering ambition with the duſt, 


Ax p here, we cannot help remarking, 
that bad men, when they happen to belong 
to the clerical profeſſion, having nothing 
more to occupy their mind or tune than the 
temporary ſervices of the church, are a 
ſcourge to ſociety; for, as it is obvious in 
the caſe of Levet, were they bred to ſome 
laborious trade or manufacture, their mental 
endowments, and indefatigable bodily in- 
duſtry, would render theſe annoyers of 
ſociety valuable acquilitions in thoſe walks 
of life, where faſhionable manners and 
faſhionable vices would be unattainable 
and unprofitable: for, with the labouring 
hour on his ſhoulder, even parſon Levet 

would 
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would have had other wiſhes than running 
away with every beautiful woman he ſaw, 
together with moſt of his other diabolical 


and licentious propenſities. 
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6 CHAETRR XV. 


\ 
'A DISAPPOINTMENT: 


Far gamekeeper, as an avant-coureur, was 
deſpatched to Daviſon Hall, to announce 
Roſina's and Drufilla's ſafe arrival, and Y 
Denham's proweſs; and to-inform the Ma- 10 
jor, and Mr. and Mrs. Daviſon, how BY 
impatient Roſina was to give them a per- 
| ſonal relation of the whole tranſaction. wi 


Tu gamekeeper, to his unſpeakable 1 


mortification and aſtoniſhment, found the 3 

. . . 3 
Hall deferted by its inhabitants the Ma-. 
jor, Daviſon, his wife, and Mrs. Wellon N 


were gone to France; and not an individual 
could tell when they would return. 


Ma. DEN HAM ſenior was indeed come 
back, both a-ſick and a diſappointed man, 
in conſequence of letters from England, in- 

| forming 
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forming him of the family party; and he moſt 
ſincerely rejoiced to hear of his ſon's and 


the Young Lady's eſcape from danger. 


Tnx diligent Joſeph Holland met Ro- 
ſina on the road, with this diſagreeable 
news; and Denham, as he had undertaken, 
during his abſence told her her father was 
dead, but mentioned not the ſhocking par- 

ticulars. She had, however, too juſt a ſenſe 
of the fitneſs of things, not to be much con- 
_ cerned, that he died without preparation 
and repentance. | 

LEverT, on hearing of his patron's loſs, 
gave up all hopes of riſing more. He had 
' cheriſhed, it ſeems, ſome ſecret dependence 
that he was too profound a maſter of-arts, 
to forfeit either the countenance or the fa- 
vourol a man, who had made him his ſecret- 


keeper and counſellor, from the report of 


enemies. But, no ſooner was he aſſured 


that his Lordſhip was got beyond the reach 


of 


9 
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of deception, than he fat ſilent and ſullen, 
and overwhelmed by gloomy reflettions. 


Ros ix A was alſo informed, that, by her 
uncle's generous care, {he {on the death of 


her father) was become poſſeſſed of a fine 


fortune; but ſhe declared ſhe ſhould never 
think any thing her own whilſt her uncle 
lived, for that both her conduct and her 
proviſion ſhould equally be regulated by 
him. Edward Denham, however tempting 
the occaſion {or the diſcuſſion of this point 
was, forbore to put in his claim, as by the 
Major's ſanction he might have done. But 
now that the Young Lady was tn England, 


and Levet in bondage, he was certain that 


his ſelf-command might be ſet up as a 
reſpectful compliment to both the abſen- 
tees and the fair Roſina herſelf, with in- 
finite advantages to the complimenter, 


Rosina ordered handſome mourn- 
ing for Druſilla, who avowed, but net in 
her Tony Lady's preſence, to Edward 

Denham, 
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Denbam, that ſhe never dreſſed herſelf 


with ſo much pleaſure before, in all her 
born days: and for why, added ſhe, — he 


was grown'{o old in iniquity it was in vain 
to hope or expect he would ever alter 


his behaviour. And-moreover, that it was 


well if the grave could hold hun, he muſt 
have ſuch a large account, ſhe ſaid, to ſet 


even with thoſe he had injured in manifold. 


inſtances. 


Wulcn last idga, operating rongly upon 


her imagination, and tranſpiring amongſt 
the lower orders of the ſamily, every noiſe 
was conſtrued by the weak and the 1gno- 


rant into an approaching viſit from Lord 


Paiſley. But he need not come to me, ſaid 
Druſilla, for forgivenels, (though I was ſo 


near being ſhot by his cruel and vile com- 
mands, on our way to the paddock) for it 


is not my nature to be at variance with the 


grave or its inhabitants, Lord help us, who 


are crumbling into duſt, and are ſtripped 
their. titles, and their fortunes, and their 
honours, 


ys e 


c n wh 
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honours, and their retinue, in their melan- 
choly paſſage thereto. Ah! little did his 
now laid low Lordſhip think his days were 
ſo cloſely numbered, when he had my poor 
dear trembling Lady, and me, half dead. 
before him, like two felontous criminals, 
and his voice was to ſpeak us into either 
ſafety or ruin. — Ves yes, continued ſhe, 
methinks I ſee him, with his hungry-look- 
ing jaws, and his fine befringed night cap, 
and his lilly white hands, and his grandee 
night gown, telling the wretches about him. 


to take me away. But nota wretch of them 


all had the courage to lay a finger upon me, 
and here I am to tell it; whilſt his great 
and dread Lordſhip is food for the worms. 
I pity them, however, for their ſcanty meat; 
unleſs they can feed upon bones iuſtead of 
fleſh. 


DRus LILA was reproved, but reproved 
in vain, by all the ſervants; until her wild 
talk coming to the knowledge of Edward 
Denham, he put an entire ſtop to it, by 
| proteſting. 
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proteſting that no one ſhould be about Miſs 


Paiſley's perſon, who inſulted the aſhes of 
her deceaſed father. 


Ros ix A took this opportunity to vifit 
the old toll-gate man and his wife; and, 
ſtrange as it may ſeem, wept at the recollec- 
tion of paſſed tranquility, though embitter- 
ed by poverty, and unſlteltered by friends 
ſhip. - 


Sur thanked them in the moſt grateful 
terms for all their kindneſs; from her birth; 
to the diſcovery of her relations; for to 
you, my dear good people, ſaid ſhe, under 
Heaven, am 1 indebted for my preſent 
afffuence, as well as my infant preſervation; 
and to make the cloſe of your lives happy; 
is, 1 ſhall ever believe, the moſt binding 
duty-I have to perform. 


Tux conteſt between them ran high, 
the old people acquitting her of all tie, by 
nn 
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proteſting they had no other motive ſor 


treating her as they had done, beyond 
pleaſing themſelves; and ſhe inſiſting up- 
on it, that her life would be too ſhort to 
prove her gratitude, She made them many 
generous offers, from thinking them not ſo 


well off as they ought to be, but they mo- 
deſtly declined them all; until at length, 


the old man ſaid they wiſhed for ſome em- 
ployment, to keep their minds awake, as 
exerciſe promoted health, and health was 
to them happineſs. 


Rosin A bade them ſpeak the nature of 


their wiſhes, and aſſured them they ſhould 
be complied with. Why then, my dear 


Voung Lady, ſaid the old man, my dame 
would be glad to buſy herſelf amongſt the 
poultry; and I to have a ſpot of ground 


to cultivate, But we were fearful of letting 
out a word of the matter, leſt we ſhould: 


ſeem diſſatisfied with the world of goodneſs 
already heaped on our heads, 


Tukx 


N. 
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Taru were inſtantly put, by Roſina, 
{well knowing, ſhe ſaid, her uncle would 
highly approve of what ſhe did,) into the 
fituations they had deſcribed_—with an 
earneſt charge from the Young Lady to 
make no concealment, if any change of 
ſpot, or change of occupation would be 
agreeable to them. But, as the heart which 


knows no artificial wants is eaſily made 


happy, they continued delighted proſecu- 
tors of this, their chofen plan, to the end 


of their lives. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


A WEDDING AGREED UPON», 
| * 


Tun travellers at length returned, and 


Daviſon Hall became a ſcene of delight. 
The Major embraced, he even wept for 


Joy, at receiving back his much loved 
niece, after all her perils. And Druſilla, 


following cloſe behind her young Lady, 


dropped down upon one knee and killed. 


the Mayor's hand. 


Dinky E, noble girl, he called her; (aaüng 
her up, whilſt Ruſin was embracing her 


other friends,) and how, ſaid he, ſhall I re- 


ward your high ſervices: you are too 
young for a huſband; and if that was not 
the caſe, I know no man that deſerves 


you, 


I am 


n F 2 9 > 
1 \ . e 
A * — ERA * 


— 8 
— 2 


— r  — — [+ 
4 —— — - 
3 — — 2 + 
— 


1 
4 y 
= 5 
+ 7 
F * 
. 

: 
8 
. 
i 
1 

- 


192 IX MI It As 


I Au young indeed, your Honour, re- 
plied Druſilla, but as to the matter of 
deſerving me, there is one honeſt, good- 


natured man, who, if he was willing to 


wait for me, your Honour, would unſay 
what you have juſt ſaid. 


Bur, Druſilla, returned the Major, do 
you conſider, that whilſt you are growing 


older, he will grow older alſo. 


VER well, your Honour, and-why not, 


ſaid Drufilla: he will be young enough - 


for me ten years hence; for, live as long 
as he may, his goodneſs of heart will never 
grow old. And I ſhall always have ſuch 
a dread, your Honour, of meeting with a 
deceiver hke the wicked Mr. Levet, that 
I-would rather take Joſeph Holland, at 


ninety, than any fellow, of a ſuitable age to 


myſelf, ten years hence, in te whole king- 
dom. 


make 


Vexy well aid the Major, and if you 
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make yourſelf capable of being a good wife, 
you ſhall not want my recommendation, 
and a handſome proviſion into the bargain. 
But how ſay you, Holland, demanded the 
Major, who at that moment was bringing in 
a portmanteau; are you willing, like Jacob 
of old, to ſerve ſeven years for this young 
damſel, who has been declaring herſelf in 
your favour? ; 

HoLLaNnp replied he would be happy 
ſo to do; for that he liked her lively tem- 
per and uncommon good heart, and knew 
not where to better himſelf, 


WII faid alſo, cried the Major; you 
are not, Holland, four-and-twenty, and 
therefore there can be no great harm done 
if you was held down to the ſtricteſt letter 
of your engagement. But, as to make you 


both happy will always be my earneſt wiſh, 


only let me know when you and Druſilla 
think it would be decent and reaſonable for 
you to become man and wife, though a year 

T0 bk Ho - K or 
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or two on this ſide the mark, and my con. 
ſent and my good offices ſhall be yours. 


AnvD how, Edward Denham, ſaid the 
Major, (the buſtle of congratulation being 
over) now that we are ſo far got in the 
chapter of matrimony, how ſtands the ten- 
der account between you and my niece; I 
am ſure,” if fairly examined, ſhe is left far 
behind on the debtor fide of the leaf. And, 
as I love to do juſtice upon every occaſion, 
a balance, if you have no objettion, ſhall 
be ſtruck with all convenient ſpeed, for I 
will not tolerate one fraudulent practice. 


Heaven defend us! Sir, cried Edward, 
what a queſtion! Me an objettion! me, 
whoſe ſentiments and ſtate of mind you 
have been ſo long acquainted with! ! 


Ap yet, ſaid the Major, ſhould it ap- 
pear you have ift your opportunities with 
the young madam umproved, and are 
a conlequenily unable to give in che ſtate of 
her 


her mind alſo, I ſhall want faith to believe 


you know what it is to be a lover. 
Up any other predicament than im- 
puted obligations, I could, replied — 


have pleaded my own caule. 


O ruxN your delicacy, cried the Ma 


jor, has, it ſeems, got the better of your 


love. Very ſentimental, Edward, but very 


unnatural conduc, take my word for it. 


What think you, Roſina? 


Ir I had not received a ſingle ſervice 


from Mr. Denham, Sir, replied Roſina, I 


will not, thus called upon, deny, he would 
have been the choice of my heart. And, 
that having ſuch unreturnable benefits to 
thank him for, 1t will be the pride and 
pleaſure of my life to prove I have grati- 
tude even equal to his claims upon me; 
and I know he has fo much affettion for 
me, that he aſks no other reward. 


A Nowsg 
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Now, Roſina, ſaid the Major, joining 
their hands, I am convinced you have a 
noble ſoul, and an excellent underſtanding; 
for, with all the grace of modeſty, and all 
the -charms of ingenuouſneſs, you have 
rendered your hand, to ſuch a mind as 
Edward's, (by this acknowledgment) amore 
acceptable gift than your youth, your very 
tolerable perſon, and good fortune, could 
otherwiſe have made it. And moreover, 
my good girl, as I am certain you will 
prize the information, let. me add, you 
have thereby fixed and inſured your uncle's 
happineſs; for the feelings that could dic- 
tate ſuch a ſpecch, muſt be ſtrong and 
amiable in every intereſt and exerciſe 
thereof. 


Ma. DrNUuAu ſenior ſhook Major Jones 


by the hand; and Drufilla, who had heard 


all, pulling Edward by the ſleeve, ſaid, 
is not ev-ry thing come to paſs as fore- 
told. ur Honour th gh your fear and 


your cares Were 10 everialiiugly diſturb- 


ing 
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ing your peace, and tormenting me into the 


| bargain. 


JzMIMA and Roſina now retired; and 
the enraptured Druſilla ran to look for 
Mrs. Wellon, who happened to be abſent 
at the adjuſting of theſe important points, 
and was highly gratified by the kind girl's 
relation of what had paſſed, For I am 
{ure, ſaid Mrs. Wellon, ſome pod ought 
to come out of the evil we have Experien- 


ced, or it would be almoſt a mark of the 


Divine wrath, for the firſt time ſet up 
againſt the helpleſs and the innocent. 


A coUNCI1L was then held by the Major 
and his friends, reſpetting what was to be 
done with Levet. 


I wouLD ſee him myſelf, ſaid the Ma- 
or, whatever violence I did my own feel- 
ings, and endeavour to convince him of 
the enormity of his guilt; but that I know 
he 1s incorrigible, and that though I ſhould 
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be wounded, he would be unbenefited. I 
could arreſt him continued the Major, for 
large ſums, both of Lord Paiſley's and 
mine, which he has embezzled, and lay him 
by the heels for life, bat I ſhould dread 
the conſequence of his iniquity even in that 
almoſt fangleſs ſituation; for, if he could 
meet with one virtue in any perſon's cha- 
ratter he could get acceſs to, he would 


never reſt until it was extinguiſhed, I 


muſt therefore, ſaid the Major, conceive 
it a duty incumbent upon me, who know 
his infernal-mindedneſs, to bind him hand 
and foot from doing miſchief. Could there- 
fore ſome one or other of my inferior tenants 
like to receive him into their houle, to 
watch and reſtrain him at all points, as they 
would a madman or a lunatic, I would 
cheerſully pay an adequate ſtipend, and 
give the wretch a chance for repentance. 


Davison and the two Denhams having 
no better plan to offer, and, with all their 
contempt and indignation for the man, not 


wiſhing 


9 He ” 
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wiſhing to check the effuſions of the Ma- 
jor's Humanity, it was determined that they 
. ſhould generally make it their immediate 
buſineſs to find a place for him, ſuch as 


was deſired, becauſe it was generally aſ- 


ſented to that the ſooner he was diſpoſed of 
the better, | 
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Chr TER XVII. 


A DECISION BY VOTES. 


Axnxv thus did Daviſon Hall once more 
wear the ſemblance of the golden age, when 
peace and plenty, and juſtice and virtue, 
and benevolence and truth, deigned to 
make this lower world their place of reſi- 
dence, 


Wuern muſical parties were revived, 
their parties at backgammon purſued with 
avidity ; and Druſilla, having a wonderful 
talent both for ſinging and playing, contri- 
buted not a little to the univerſal ſatis- 
faction. | 


EDWwARD DENHAm, however, took oc- 
caſion one evening, in the midſt of all their 
| by | glee, 
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glee, to remind the Major of promiſes un- 


performed, and hopes deferred. 


I waiTED but for you, frigid Sir, cried 
the Major, with your over-ſized delicacy, 
to put us in motion; for though you have 
not troubled me, to do you juſtice, with 
ſolicitations, Roſina's eyes have reproached 
me every hour in the day for this week 
paſt, for not doing the honours of her mo- 


deſty, and bringing the wedding forward. 


Tuis fally produced a hearty laugh, in 
which Roſina was ſo free from affectation 
as to join, it being clear to all che compa- 
ny, ſhe was well aware, the Major did but 
jeſt. 


An» ſo, continued the Major, when the 
laugh had ſubſided, that I may not deſerve 
any future reproaches of equal ſeverity with 
the paſt, _—_ what ſay you, Edward Denham, 
— ſhall to-morrow be the happy day? 


Ks At 
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Au I to decide, replied Edward! — Ah 
Sir, how cruel this kindneſs. 


J EMI NIA, n e ſaid the Major. 


Tus day week, (ſeeing Roſina 1885 diſ- 
treſſed) replied Jemima. 


Davison, ſpeak up my boy, ſaid the 
Major, unawed by the browbeatings of any 
bluſhing ſhe in the whole company. 

1 art a mortal enemy to delay, replicd 
Daviſon, and think the preparation always 


the worſtpart of any buſineſs. So J, Mils, 


Roſina, hold up both my hands for to- 


morrow. 
Ap I alfo, cried Mr. Denham ſenior. 


AN p now, ſaid the Major, for the caſt- 
ing voice. My heari, my beloved Roſina, 
if you can unpained conſent, requeſts you 
will let to-morrow be the day. 

DRVUS1LLA 
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Da vs 1H & left her harp; and knelt down 
in ſilence by her Young Lady. And Mrs. 
Wellon proteſted it moved her to tears, it 


was ſo touching a ſcene. 


Fax then, let it be from me, ſaid Roſina, 
to prove myſelf invulnerable. What re- 
queſt of your lips, my deareſt uncle, my 
bene factor, my protector, could I refuſe! 
Think then what reply I can cheerfully 
make to the declared requeſt of your heart, 
To-morrow, Mr. Edward Denham, I will 
be yours. 


Goop, andgenerous as 11 girl, cried 
the Major. 


I vow, ſaid Jemima, I was fo cheaply 
won, in compariſon with this divine damſel, 
that I begin to wiſh Daviſon and I had 
much rather followed, than ſet, the matri- 
monial example; that I might have known 
how to give myſelf proper confequence 
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1 I Do not, ſaid Daviſon, believe it poſſi- 
ble you can have ſo much cruelty— or, I 
will even make bold to ſay, ſo much ingra- 
titude, as to ſpeak the truth on this occaſion, 
For, though there are really ſome fine ſhowy 
circumſtances in Roſina's conduct, you may 


pleaſe to recolle& I: was a much more ar- 


dent lover than our great Mr. Edward, 
well as he may fancy he has obviated the 
charge the Major ſo properly brought 


againſt him, by the plea of engen | 


delicacy. 


I am at a loſs, cried the Major, which to 
admire moſt, Jemima's vanity or Daviſon's 
impudence. But Wellon, for I will wave 
all further comments, you have been pre- 
{ent at the ſigning and ſealing, and have only, 
therefore, to receive the ſhort rule for the 
day. Let my table and cellars be open, 
that my family, and all my humble friends, 
may rejoice. I wiſh Jewel was here, to 


perform the ceremony; and his worthy wife, 


to ſhare in our happineſs, He ſhail not, 
howe ver, 
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however, loſe the nuptial fee: and it will 
not be long before we are all reunited. But 
mark me, Wellon, added the Major, we 
will have no ſpectators, except the preſent 
company, of our joy, to prophane its pu- 
rity, or reſtrain our amicable conviviality. 
We are ourſelves a multitude, and any ad- 
dition would be to /2//en our ſociety. 


IT was not eaſy to determine which was 
the moſt delighted perſon, the Major, Mrs. 
Wellon, or Druſilla; for the manners of 
the other perſonages were differently regu- 
lated, when the ceremony was over. Mrs. 
Wellon and Druitilla, adorned with white 
favours, begged permiſſion to. wait at the 
bridal table, unaſſiſted by any one except 
Joſeph Holland, who brought in the din- 
ner, and lightened their fatigue in every 
poſſible circumſtance: for he was tender 
and kind in his behaviour to Druſilla, and 
that was all the notice he either wiſhed, or 


could with propriety take of her; and 


his 
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his reſpect for Mrs. Wellen was een 


tibned. 
/ 

Wirn the deſſert, quite unexpeRedly; 
(by the Major's appointment) came in Ro- 
fina's old father and mother, who were 
received with the utmoſt kindneſs. I would 
not, ſaid the Major, have forgot their inte- 
reſt in this buſineſs for a thouſand pounds. 
And T hope they will live to enjoy many 
anniverſaries of a day that gives to them a 


new friend and grateſul patron, and to me- 


a much eſteemed near relation. 


Your Honour, ſaid Druſilla, to the Ma- 
Jor, (for, in return for all her ſervices, ſhe 
was encouraged to ſay what ſhe pleaſed, as 
ſhe was known to be incapable of ſaying 
any thing unfit for the family to hear,) you- 


have, an pleaſe your Honour, taken many, 


an unpleaſant journey: I cannet he | 
therefore, wiſhing you would reer 


medal, and make one pleaſant one, into“ 
Wales; 
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harpers, without end or number. 


— — — —— — 
oe 1 Was) 49? A 
** 
. . wy : 
ee 


—— 
— Er 
Pl an 
* * WER 
E LS ate 95m 22. 


Ir you can prevail upon your Lady, and 
the reſt of the company, ſaid the Major, I 
am perfectly diſpoſed to comply with your 
wiſh. I owe my Welch tenants a viſit; 
and the romantic manſion, as it has been 
deſcribed to me, will be trebly agreeable 
to us all, by Jewel's and his wife's being 
there to bid us welcome. 


—— 


x 


Wx have no will or inclination but yours, 
Sir, was the general voice; and it was re— 
1 ſolved to make an excurſion the following 
week. 


Bur before the deſſert was removed, Jo- 
ſeph Holland opened the door, and begged 
to ſpeak a few words with Mr. Daviſon. 


His countenance was not unobſerved by 
Druſilla and Mrs. Wellon, who inſtantly 
s: | Pecame fo curious to know his buſineſs, 
EP | that 
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that they ſuddenly withdrew, without one 
conſideration of the conjectures or alarms 


their conduct might give riſe to. 


Tuzy found Davidea. with a face of 
horror, liſtening to a tale, which Joſeph 
Holland, pale as a ghoſt, was relating. 


War has happened; (pardon, Sir, ſaid 
they to Mr. Daviſon, both in a breath) we 


earneſtly entreat to know what has hap-- 


pened. 
5 LzVEx, replied Daviſon, is dying! — 


By his own hand! cried Mrs. Wellon, 
I am certain; for a natural death, however 
awful, could not produce ſuch conſterna- 
tion and diſmay, 


You have gueſied ioo truly, ſaid Davi- 
ſon; (for Joſeph Holland did not preſume 
to ſpeak, for fear of ſpeaking wrong,) but, 
good Mrs, Wellon, and dear Druſilla, you 

muſt 


fir 
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muſt not cloud this day by your diſtreſſed 


looks. He is, to tell you the whole truth, 
out of his miſery ; and let that information 


ſooth your humanity, and render you col- 
lected, calm, and as you ſhould be. 


Davison rejoined the company, with 


what, as he perſuaded himlelf, an air of 


cheerfulneſs; but Mrs. Daviſon was not to 
be deceived. Some misfortune, ſaid ſhe, 
has happened. O! Roſina, that ſo white a 


day as this could not paſs unſtained by ca- 


lamity! 


I wisn the people had kept their news 
to themſelves, ſaid Daviſon, as nothing 
could be done for a wretch that was ſenſe- 


eſs and departing. But they acted to the 


beſt of their judgment, and I am wrong to 
condemn them. 


Bor what, what has happened, aſked Ro- 
ſina, Jemima, all preſent. 
Look 
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Look round, ſaid Daviſon, are we not alł 


ſale? * diltreis ought then to reach us? 


W = will know, they all exclaimed; we - 
will know, Daviion. „ 


Wu then, replied Daviſon, ſome offi- 


cious perſon having told Levet of our hap- 
pineſs, happineſs beyond his power to deſ- 
troy, he has choſe your wedding day, Ro- 


ſina, for his day of ſelf-execution, and has 


cut his throat with a razor. 


Every body was ſhocked, yet every 
body reſolved his malice ſhould be defeat- 


ed; for there was no doubt but the inter- 
ruption of their felicity was his incitement 
to this dire act of precipitating himſelf into 

the preſence of an offended deity, and that 
| their innocent mirth ſhould be kept up.“ 


But their efforts were vain; it was, you 
look grave, Daviſon; and you ſigh, Jemima; 


and the Major! is quite an altered man; in- 


ſomu ch; 
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ſomuch, thet they were obliged at laſt to 
give nature her bent, and change their 
awkward atten'pts to be cheerful into ſeri- 
ous and moral re flections. 


ALas! ſaid the Major, how large a por- 


tion has this miſerable man, in repeated in- 
ſtances, been permitted to rob us (all inno- 
cent as we are of offence to him) of our 


ſocial comforts, our fire-fide enjoyments. 


Innocent of offence did I fay! nay, his out- 


rages on our peace were attually commit- 
ting in the moment we were endeavouring 
to ſerve him, without letting him perceive 
the ſource from whence his benefits {[ow- 
ed. Rut let us not imagine, continued he, 
that theſe interruptions and derangements 
have not had ſome wiſe and merciful end 
to anſwer towards us; for, at leaſt, they 


have kept us ſteady in our wiſhes and at- 


tention to lead the life of duty as we have 
gone along, and to point out to us the 
quickſands 
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quickſands by which the beſt· meaning peo- 
ple may be ſurrounded. 


Nor to be prepared, continued the Ma- 
Jor. (no one offering to ſpeak) to exchange 
time for eternity, is the next thing to being 


unkt equally to live and die; miracles are 


not required from frail mortality; to be 
well-intending 1s to be well-meriting, and 


conſtitutes us what is called virtuous and 


upright individuals. 


Fox my part, ſaid Druſilla wiping her 
eyes, I think there is comfort in every miſ- 
fortune; it is true, Mr. Levet will have a 
frightful account to ſettle, but we all of us, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, are delivered 
from a baneful enemy, and I only wonder 
he did not cut my throat, or Mrs. Wellon's 
throat, or your honour's throat, ſaid ſhe to 
Major Jones, inſtead of his own; for then, 


his vile and wicked purpoſe of making 
| this day a day of woe, would have been 


anſwered, 


th 
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anſwered, and he would have died the 
death I do think he was born for, (ſaving 


all your preſences) and that is being hang- 
ed. ; Me” 


Ir ſeems, a ſtout reſolute fellow, who 
occupied a ſmall; farm of the Mayor's, on 
the double motives of obliging his landlord 
and improving his own income, had under- 
taken the care of Levet; and ſo faithfully 
and diligently had he executed his under- 
taking, that either himſelf, or a man he 
could rely upon, never loſt fight of him 
from morning till night; and to this ſitua- 
tion, this man of intrigue and exten- 


five enterpriſe, was compelled to con- 
form. 


HE was ſenſible how much he was in Ma- 
Jor Jones' power, as alſo of his lenient ex- 
ertion of it; but, as to be ſeparated from 
the commiſſion of vice, and the aſſociation 
with vicious, company, was to him equal 

tO 
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to the ſeparation of ſoul and body, he, it is 
ſuppoled, ſoothed the gloomy habit (ſoon 
contracted) by meditating ſelf- murder, long 
before the time of his nerving his arm 
againſt his own exiſtence, or when and 
where the dreadful cataſtrophe ſhould be 
performed, was fixed upon by him. 


Tur news of Roſina's wedding with 
Edward Denham was brought to the farm. 
He liſtened and appeared ſtruck; but, | 
throwing off his chagrin in a few moments, 
and, according to his wonted cuſtom when t 
he had any point to carry, deceived the t 
farmer into an opinion he remembered it A 
no more, 


Tux farmer could not be ſatisfied, with- | Hi 
out paying his reſpetts, though for a quar- | to 
ter of an hour only, at the Hall. One | L. 
toaſt led the way to another, until he felt | fi 
himſelf wholly difinclined to depart; and | de 

Wherefore ſhould he depart, when, as his | the 
mind | exp 


. 


1 


ith- 
lar- 
One 
felt 
and 
s his 
mind 
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mind told him, he had left Levet in truſty 
hands; and it was a hard thing indeed, if 
he muſt keep a dog, and yet be always for- 
ced to bark himſelf _ 


Lzver, diſcovering the farmer was gone 
out, had no doubt of the motives of his 
abſence. He began to walk about, the man 


ſaid, in great agitation; aſked for ſome ale, 


ſome bread and cheeſe, ſome milk; and the 
man being obliged to go into the dairy for 
the latter, gave the wretched ſelf-deſtroyer 
the time he hoped for. He had fallen upon 
tbe arm of his chair when the man returned, 
and was weltering in his blood. 

Tux terrified country man raiſed him in 
his arms, and, being a tolerable horſe-doc- 
tor, would have {ewed up the wound; but 
Levet reſiſted his endeavours with all his 
might, rolled his eyes around in baleful 
deſpair, put his fingers into the wound for 
the evident purpole of enlarging it, and 
expired in great agonics. 

Hz 
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Hr was put into the ground at midnight, 


the Coroners having brought in their ver- 


dict wiiful murder, though the farmer, ſup- 
ported by his man's teſtimony, inſiſted upon 
it he was in a ſtate of inſanity; and although 
he deſerved (by thoſe who could forbear to 
execrate his memory) to be remembered 
no more, he nevertheleſs was entitled to 
Chriſtian burial, 5 


4 - 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE CONCLUSION. 


Tais ſhocking event haſtened their depar- 


ture from the Hall, and the Major promiſ- 
ed himſelf, (ſo elaſtic is hope) he ſhould re- 


cover his cheerfulneſs in Wales. 


— 


Mrs. WETLLOò ſaid it was the luckieſt 


thing in the world, that this was her maſter's 
firſt viſit to his eſtate, becauſe, where the 


ſcene was new, there muſt be amuſement; 


and amuſement, in her ſimple judgment, 


was a ſpecies of happineſs: and ſhe only 
wiſhed Levet's name might never be men- 
tioned to conjure up doleful recolleQions ; 


though, if the truth might be told, ſhe ſaw 
him every night in her dreams, with his 
eyes ſtaring, and his throat ſtreaming, and 
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| ſhe knew not when ſhe ſhould be able to 
forget him, 


Nor ſo Druſilla, her young and lively 
imagination had already ſhaken off every 
gloomy retroſpett, except when ſhe paſſed 
the church yard, when ſhe thought, ſhe. 

ſaid, how ſhe ſhould feel if his apparition - 
©. was to meet her eyes. 


DEN HAM and his wife had their minds 
much relieved by knowing all poſſibility 
of his annoying them was at an end; for ſo 
convinced were they of his active and 
diabolical ſpirit, that they did believe he 
could never ceaſe plotting miſchief, like 
the grand enemy of mankind, whilſt life 

remained. 


Tuk Major, perceiving the old man and 
woman drooped at the thoughts of loſ- 
ing Roſina, leſt they ſhould, they ſaid, 
never ſec her more, declared he would 
multiply 


1 


* 
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multiply his party to the complement of an 


Eaſtern caravan company, rather than leave 
one aching heart behind him. 


Ir was accordingly appointed by the 


moſt humane of men, that himſelf and Mr. 


Denham ſenior ſhould go in his own poſt 
chaiſe; the married Ladies and their hul- 
bands in a coach and four; Mrs. Wellon, 
Druſilla, and the old toll-gate couple in a 
dilly; and that Joſeph Holland ſhould at- 


tend them, with the other ſervants, on horſe- 


back. 


Tunis arrangement had the deſired effect, 
and every ſet of company had their favou- 


rite ſubjetts of converſation. And Druſil- 
la, it being the firſt time ſhe could unin- 


terruptedly relate all her adventures in 


France, or Mrs. Wellon give her the ſum 


total of thoſe in which ſhe had, on Madam 
Roſina's account, been involved, this wor- 
thy and humble partie-quarree were highly 


_ entertained, 
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ArrERA finiſhing which, Drufilla be- 
"ol the old woman would tell them the 
whole ſtory of Lady Paiſley's coming a 
poor wanderer to her houſe, the birth of 
her child, and every conſequential article; 
and it was propoſed by Mrs. Wellon that 
Joſeph Holland ſhould be allowed his 
ſhare of entertainment. I will therefore, 
ſaid ſhe, for what does he not deſerve from 
us all, invite him into the coach: we ſhall 
be only a little crowded' or ſo for a few 
miles, and one of the footmen will take 
Care of his horſe, for I know he will 


be much pleaſed with ſo marvellous a 
tale. | 


HoLLANPD, as Mrs. Wellon had: fore- 
told he would, profeſſed himſelf highly in- 
debted to her goodneſs, and Joytully a ac- 
cepted her kind n 


Wi are all links; ſaid the good-natured 
and generous Wellon, of the fame chain, 


and 
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and no diſtindions ought to ſubſiſt where 
the claim is unable to be decided which of 
us is entitled tote best rank, for heart-ſelt 
wiſhes to render o lelves ſerviceable to 
the moſt amiable nd moſt grateful family 
in the univerſe. 


Tux proſpeds were delightful ſo ſoon 
as they entered this ſertile principality; and 
the neatneſs of the Welch cottages, with 
the plenty and peace which ſeems every 
where apparent, filled the mind with pleaſ- 
ing ſenſations, 


THESE people, cried the Major, ſaluting 
his young friends from the chaiſe, under- 
ſtand the art, you find, of being happy, and 
let us purchaſe their receipt, if within our 
abilities to purchaſe it. Jhough I think it 


is diſcoverable, continued the Major, if we 
will only take the trouble to analyze, that 


their being ſo far removed from the per— 
nicious influence of the great, and their 
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hiving ſo much common ſenſe amongſt. 
them as to keep vanity. and ambition 
at a diſtance from their dweilings, (if we 
except their little harmleſs pride of pedi- 
gree) is what conſtitutes them the hap- 
py people we behold them, and points 
out to us the turnpike rod for follow- 
ing their ſteps, and of courſe being as 
happy as themſelves... 


Ir muſt he needlefs to add the plea- 
ſure with which, they were received by 
Mr. and Mrs. Jewel; and .the Major 
told this truly worthy clergyman, that it 
was, perhaps, lucky for them both, that he 
was engaged to Miſs Vincent before 
he, the Major, ſaw her, as he verily 
believed her great and obvious merits 
would have made a fool of him in his 
old age, and perhaps have induced the 
lady to be guilty of an act that muſt 
have impeached her fine underſtanding; 
being flattered by his friends that he 

ſtood 


k ad 
4 


che 
uſt 


ng; 
ood 


"ſtood high in her favour, which was 


ſufficient for him to conclude, though 


no fop, that by proper aſſiduity and 
fair manceuverings, he might have won 
Her heart, 
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Ah! little think the gay licentious proud 

== — How many drink the cup 

Gf baleful grief, or cat the bitter bread 

Of miſery. 
Now the diſtemper'd mind : 

His loft that concord of harmonious pow'rs h 

Which forms the foul of happineſs, and ai ( 

Is off the pauſe within. The paſſions. all 

Have burſt their bounds, 

Even love itſelf is bitterneſs of ſoul. 5 
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under the care of a generous European Guardian and Protect r. is in 


5. 


this Novel conducted through various ſcenes equally ſuited to ex2rciſe 


| his underſtanding, and to try his virtue. 


The reflections and feelings, which ſuch ſituations may be ſuppoſed 
to excite, are expreſſæd in natural and aniinated lu:guage, 

Other characters, both virtuous and vicious, are introduced, and 
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ruption. 
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« Or trace proud Grandeur to the Dome of Care. 
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40 The characters diſplayed in this Novel are ſapported with f. pirit 
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